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THE TRVE SENTIMENTS OF AMERICA : 
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ſings of liberty and peace. 


1 5 7 5 — 9 5 


The following reſolution is copied from the journal of 
the proceedings of the Houſe of Repreſentatives of 


the province of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, 


Arcus, 4 4% Marti, A. D 1768. 
e PHoſt Meridiem. . : „ 
Whereas it has ever been the laudable pra dice of 


this government annually to ſet a part a day for ſolemn 


prayer to Almighty God, humbly to implore the di- 


vine forgiveneſs of their ſins, and his bleſſing upon 
the Britiſh nation and its dependencies, and upon this 


province in particular. 


And whereas the inhabitants of this province labour 
under very difficult and peculiarly diſtreſſing circum- 
ſtances, which. call for a public acknowledgment of 
the ſupreme ruler of the world, under whoſe gracious 


| providence alone we may expect relief: 


Reſolved, that it is the deſire of this houſe, that 
his Excellency the Governor [Bernard] would be pleaſed 


to appoint a folemn prayer and faſting to be obſerved 
throughout this province. 


That the people may then offer to God their hum- 
ble and penitent confeſſion of their ſins, together with 
their devout ſupplications for ſuch bleſſings as they ſhall. 


ſtand in need of; particularly that his Majeſty's go- 


vernment may be proſperous, and his ſubje ts happy, 


in every part of his enlarged dominions; that this pro- 


vince may ſtand favourably in the eyes of our king; 


that every meaſure taken for the eſtabliſhment, of our 
juſt rights and priviſeges, may be ſucceſsful ; that the 
trade, huſbandry, and fiſhery of the province may be 


| proſpered, and true religion and good morals prevail; 


and that we and our poſterity may ever enjoy the bleſ- 
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Agreeab a A W of the W hl of 
| | Ko he ll of ve Proves of 0 3 

,: the followi 58 tiful and lgyal 
Petition to the 1 the Speaker, 
b their Order of ly 20 January 1768; to- 
gether with the Repreſentations of the Houſe 
Ko s MajsBsTyY's Miniſters z their Letter to- 

ir Agent, 8c. are * inſerted. 


An bundle Petition 40 the King's po” Preis 
aal 5 


Mar on ens 
UR Majeſty's faithful ſuhjects, che 9 


1 ſentatives of your province of the Ma- 
achuſett's-Bay, with the varmeſt ſentiments of 
logulty, duty, and affection, beg leave to 1 
proach the throne, and to lay at your Maieſt Vs 
feet their humble ſupplications, in behalf of: your 
diſtreſſed ſubjeQs the, people of the province. 

Our wehe the Kt ſettlers of this June 
having with the royal conſent, which we humb bly 
apprehend involves the conſent of che nation, and 
at their own 95 expence, migrated from the 
mother. kingdom, took poſſeſſion of this land; at 
that time a wilderneſs, t the right whereof they had 
purchaſed for a valuable conſideration of the coun- 
cil eſtabliſhed at Plymouth, to whom it had been 

ranted by Jour Majeſty's royal predeceſſor King 
Vows the, 

From the principles of loyalty to their over 

r5ign which will ever warm 10 breaſt of a try 


ſabje&, though remote they acknowledged a 
| 3 to the Eugliſh crown: and your Me 
A 3 "Mm 


he TT" re =” SD OY YO IO. UNIT EONS 


from a 


is). 


jeſty will NOOR us with all humility. to. ſays. that 


they and their poſterity, even to this time, have 


afforded frequent and ſignal proofs of their zeal for 


the honour and ſervice of their prince, and Aye | 
firm, attachment to the, parent country. 

With toil and fatigue, perhar s not to be con- 
ceived by their brethren and feltow-ſubjects at 
home, ay nd with the conſtant peril of their lives, 

numerous, ſavage, and warlike race of 
men, they began their ſettlement, and God Proſ- | 
pered them. 

They obtained a charter from King Charles the 
firſt ; wherein his Majeſty was pleaſed to grant to 


them and their heirs and aſſigns for ever, all the 


lands therein deſcribed, to hold of him and his 
royal ſucceſſors in free and common ſoecage ; 
which we humbly conceive is as abſolute an eſtate 
as the ſubject can hold under the crown. And in 
the ſame charter were granted to them, and their 
poſterity, all the rights, liberties, privileges, 
and immunities of natural ſubjects, born within 
the realm. 
This charter they enjoyed, having, : as we moſt 
humbly conceive, punctually complied with all 
the conditions of it, till in an unhappy time it 
was vacated — But after the revolution, when King 


William and Queen Mary, of glorious and bleſſed 


memory, were eſtabliſhed on the throne : In that 


N | happy reign, when, to the joy of the nation and 


its dependencies, the crown was ſettled in your 


Majeſty's illuſtrious family, the inhabitants of this 
province ſhared in the common bleſſing. Then 
they were indulged with another charter; in 
Which their Majeſties were pleaſed for themſelves, 


their heirs and ſucceſſors, to grant and confirm to 
them as ample eſtate in the lands or territories as 


was granted in the former charter, together with 


_— the moſt eſſential rights and liberties con- 
tained 


R 
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Err 


moſt chearfulneſs : I 


# 
2% 


4 ; » 


5 tained therein: Thee principal of which, is that 
. which your Majeſty's ſubjects within the realm 


have ever held a moſt ſacred right, of being taxed 


only by. repreſentatives of their own free elec- 


. 


Thus bleſſed with the rights. of Engliſh men, 
through the indulgent ſmiles of Heaven, and un- 


der the auſpicious government of your Majeſty 


and your royal predeceſſors, your people of this 


province have been happy, and your Majeſty has 


acquired a numerous increaſe of loyal ſubjects, a 


large extent of - dominion, and a new and inex- 


hauſtible ſource of commerce, wealth and glory. 


With great ſineerity, permit us to aſſure your 


_ Majeſty, that your ſubjects. of this province, ever 
have, and ſtill continue to acknowledge your 


Majeſty's high court of parliament the ſupreme 
legiſlative power of the whole empire. The ſuper- 


intending authority of which is elearly adrhitted 


in all caſes, that can eonſiſt with the fundamental 
rights of nature and the conſtitution, to which 


your Majeſty's happy ſubjects in all parts of your 
empire conceive they have a juſt and equitable 


* 


It is with the deepeſt concern that your humble 


ſuppliants would repreſent to your Majeſty, that 
your parliament, the rectitude of whoſe intenti- 
ons is never to be queſtioned, has thought prope 
to paſs divers acts impoſing taxes on your Majeſty's 
ſubjects in America, with the ſole and expreſs 
purpoſe. of raiſing a revenue. If your Majeſty's ' 


ſubjects here ſhall be deprived of the honour and 
privilege of voluntarily contributing their aid to 


your Majeſty, in ſupporting your government an 
authority in the province, and defending and ſez 


_ curing your rights and territories in America, 


which they have * hitherto done with the ut- 
theſe acts of parliament ſhall 
A 4 remain 


ac 89 
remain in foree, and our — 
eee ſhall ns. 1 5 - | 
*granting ithe property of itheirsfellow fubjetts:in 
his provinee, ' your people tuſt then "regret-thoir | 
unhappy fate in having only the name left oN free 


Wich all humility we — chat a 1ropre- 
{Tentation'of your Majeſty's 'ſubjetts-ofi this province 
in the parliament, conſidering their local oiraum- 
ſtances, is utterly 'nmpracticable : : Your Majeſty 

has - heretofore been -graciouſly pleaſed to order 

"your requifitions to be laid before the repreſenta- 
tives of your people in the prima? aflembly, 
Who have never failed to afford the neceſſary aid 
to the extent of their ability, and ſometimes be- 
iyond it; and it would be ever grievous to your 
3 s faithful ſubjects to be called upon ina 
y, that ſheuld appear to them to imply a diſtruſt 
of their moſt ready and: willing comphance. 
2 — the moſt ſenſible itnpreſſions of your Ma- 
jeſtty's wiſe and «paternal care for the remeteft of 
your faithful ſubſects, and in full dependence on 
the royal declarations in the charter of this ꝓro- 
vince, we moſt humbly beſeech your Majefty to 
take our preſent unhappy circumſtances under your 
royal conſideration, and afford us relief in ſuen 
manner as in your oj, great. wildom 2 
. ſhalt en meet. 


. 
— 
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A Letter vo cbe Right K n the:Earl of; W | 
one af his Oy" 8 Principal Secretaries of 
State. 


. of. the Maſachyetts-By, Jamary L 6, 1765 
 +MY LORD, | 
T's houſe of repreſentatives: of his his Me- 


zeſty's province, | . had 


"<1 


P 


e 


TOA | hy 


4g ) 5 


FAT - Lardſhip's: Sensrous ſentiments of his Ma- 


geſtyis-molt. loyal though remate ſubjects in Ame- 
rica, ſand of your noble 75 — their behalf 
an the Poo tions f. their: diſtr 
before your Lordſhipis view, the new ſcenes of 
difficulty, which-are again Spened upon us, and 49 
implore your repeated, interpoſition. 

Your Lordſhip is not inſenſiblo, that our. "#4 


fathers uere in an unhappy. reign driven into this 


wilderneſs by the hand of power; at their omm 
ce they croſſed an ocean of three thouſan 


_— and ;purchaſed an inheritance for themſelves | 


and their poſterity, with the view of propagating 
the chriſtian religion, and enlarging the * 


dominion in this diſtant part of the earth. Through - 


the, indulgent ſmiles of- Heaven upon them, though 
> not without hardſhip and fatigue unexperienceti 
and, perhaps hardly to he conceived; by their bre- 
thren and fellow - ſubjects in their native land; and 
with. the. conſtant peril of their lives from a nu- 


merous race of men, as barbarous and cruel, and 


yet as warlike. as any people upon the face of the 
earth, they increaſed in their numbers and en- 
larged their ſettlement.— They obtained a charter 
from King Charles the firſt, wherein his Majeſty 
was, pleaſed to recognize to them, a liberty 49 wor- 
| ſhip God according to the dictates of their con- 
ſcience; a bleſſing which in thoſe unhappy times 
was denied to them in thejr own country: And 


the rights, liberties, privileges, and immunities 


of his natural born ſubjects within the realm. 
Fhis. charter they enjoyed, having punctually ful- 
filled the. conditions of it, till it was vacated, as 


we conceive arbitrarily, in the reign of King 


Charles the ſecond, After the revolution, that 
grand ra of Britiſn liberty, when King William 
and Queen, Mary of glorious and bleſſed memory, 


1 — e nbakitanes. of 


els, .heg. leave to lay 
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1 WE 
this province obtained another charter; in wich 


the moſt eſſential rights and privileges contained 


in the former were reſtored to them. Thus bleſſed 


Wich the liberties of Engliſhmen, they continued to 


_ - Mereaſe and multiply, till, as your Lordſhip 


knows, a dreary wilderneſs is become a fruitful _ 
field, and a grand ſource of national wealth and 
VVV FILE 3% 

By the common law, my Lord, as well as ſun- 
dry acts of parliament from the reign of EDwarD 
the third, the children of his Majeſty's natural 
born ſubjects, born paſſing and repaſſing the ſeas, 
Are intitled to all the rights and privileges of his 
natural ſubjects born within the realm. From 


hence the - concluſion appears to be indiſputable, 


that the deſcendants of his Majeſty's ſubjects in 


the realm, who migrated with the conſent of the 


nation, and purchaſed a ſettlement with their own 
treaſure and blood, without any aid from the nati- 
on; who early acknowledged their allegiance to 
the Crown of England ; and have always approved 


_ themſelves faithful ſubjects, and in many inſtances 
given ſignal proofs of their loyalty - to their King, 


and their firm attachment and affection to their 
mother country: — The concluſion is ſtrong, that 
excluſive of any conſideration of their charter, they 


are intitled to the rights and privileges of the 


Britiſh conſtitution in common with their fellow 
ſubjects in Britain. And it is very remarkably 
the ſenſe of the Britiſh nation that they are fo; 


as appears by an Act of Parliament made in the 


13th of his late Majeſty King GeorGe the ſecond. 
The preamble of that act plainly preſuppoſes it; 


and the purview of the ſame act enables and di- 


* 


rects the ſuperior court of judicature of this pro- 
vince, a court erected by the authority of the ge- 
neral court, to naturalize foreigners under certain 
conditions; which it is preſumed the wiſdom . 

1 ä 5 5 the 


3 Ye — oſt 


people to do, who were not themſetv 
tural” born fupfect s. 
The ſpirit of the law' of nature and nations 
ſuppoſes that all the free ſubjects of any king- 


the Parliament would not have empowered any 


dom, are entitled equally to all the rights of the 
conſtitution; for it appears unnatural and unrea- 
ſonable to affirm, that local or any other circum- 


ſtances can juſtly deprive 1 7 ht of the ſubjects 


of the fame Prince, of the full enjoyment of the 
rights of that conſtitution, upon which the- 

vernment itſelf is formed, and by which ſove- 
reignty and allegiance are aſcertained and limited. 


But your Lordſhip is fo thoroughly acquainted with 


the extent of the rights of men and of ſubjects, 


. 


more of your time on this head. 


There are, my Lord, fundamental rules of the 


conſtitution, which it is humbly preſumed, neither 


the ſupreme legiſlative 'nor the ſupreme executive 
can alter. In all free ſtates the conftitution is fixed: 


It is from thence that the legiſlative derives its © 
authority; therefore it cannot change the conſtitu- 


tion without deſtroying its own foundation. If 


then the conſtitution of Great Britain is the com- 


mon right of all Britiſh ſubjects, it is humbly 
referred to your Lordſhip's judgment, whether the 
ſupreme legiſlature of the empire may rightly leap 
the bounds of it in the exerciſe of power over 
the ſubjects in America, any more than over 
thoſe in Britain. 3 „ 
When mention is made of the rights of American 


ſubjects and the intereſt they have in the Britiſh 


conſtitution in common with all other Britiſh ſub- 


jects, your Lordſhip is too candid and juſt in your 


fentiments to ſuppoſe that the Houſe have the moſt 
diſtant thought of 'an independency of Great Bri- 
tain.— They are not inſenſible of their ſecurity 
Ge i | and 


deemed na- 


as to render it altogether improper to take up any 
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and 


opinion of the coloniſts, are not only doing 


tend to deſtroy both property an 


„ O03 
PRine their epnnation with and depend 
ance,on.the, mother ſtate. I ber 9 
of e e I 


the ſentiments of the Houſe 
tuents; and they have reaſon. to believe t "are 
che entiments of all the colonies: klo who.are 
induftriouſly propagating in the nation a different 


greateſt iniu alice them, hut an irreparable 1njury 
20. the naiſon itſelf. 

tr 46 the. gory of the Brig conſtitution that 
it-has its foundation in th e law of . na- 


ture: It is eſſentially a natural right ih 


a man 
ſhall quietly enjoy, and have the fole Aide of . 


his oun .property.: This right is -ingrafted into 


che Britiſh. conſtitution and familiar to the Ameri- 


can ſubjects: And your Lordſhip will judge whe- 
ther any neceſſity gan. gender i n and equitable 
in the nature of things, that the ſupreme legiſlative 
of the empire, ſhould impoſe duties, rr og tallia- 
ges and taxes, internal or external, for the ſole pur- 
poſe of raiſing a revenue, upon ſuhjects that are 
_ ee > 5g Shear, ; al 2 
ances, by any iuty de equally Iepr 
and conſequently, whaſe. conſent. cannot be had i in 
Parliament. 
| The ſecurity of right and property is the great 
end of government. Surely then ſuch , meaſures 
as tend to render right and property Precarious, 
government, for 
theſe muſt ſtand or fall together, — Property 1s 
admitted to have an exiſtence in the. ſavage ſtate 
of nature: And if it is neceſſary for the ſupport 
of ſavage life, it by no means hecomes leſs ſo in 
civil ſociety. The Houſe intreat your Lordſhip to 
conſider, Whether a coloniſt ean be conceived to 
have any property which he may call his own, 
if it may be granted away by any other body with- 


aut dun ont: And * ſubmit to your Lord- 


ſhip's 


tim cannot tux Ireland 4 i mi fiteo ad Parliamen-- 
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ſhip's \- juckgnhont whether! this - was not 
44 when the act for granting to Majeſty 
certain duties on Paper, Gais and, er:articles, 
fort the ſdle and expreſs 


of Lord Cote that: the Rarliament of Great Bri 


« um uon ft Fund: Sir William Jones, an 
ertffitient” juriſt, declared id as his opinion, 420 king; 


Cu AAA the/Secont,..thatihe! could no more grant, 


a commiſſion: ro ler money on his ſubjecte im 
Jartwicay wirhott their: con 
tha they evald: discharge 2 

—— r ee eee 
 Your/Lordfhip: will: bupleated to per 1-56 that; 


Ireland and Jarnaica were both eonqueped z which 


canmut be fick of amp off ithe: colonies, ———k—· 


3 the! to therefore x 180 ee in/ fa 
Wesof thescoloniego g + dar {i 


:0f the Parlament: Bit it 
the nlis fortune 36 the: cdloniesabproſentythas by) 
the' intervention of thutꝰ power: they -arg.faxed-z; 


aud they; can appeab for notief\, fran -theit- nab 
ceciſivh to no p.] Un darth, for there ig:nd;pgWer. 
o H ab them;-o4—Your Fordſtnp Wil in- 


culge the Hou e. in epreſſin a deep c, por 


_ this:oecalion;; for it i te language: of re 
aud id is 26 opiniont:of ther greateſb rides n the 


law of nature and nations, that if the parliasdent 
ſhowld: ow - conſifevable change inc ine. cpn- 
ſtiturion, andthe nation ſhould be yoluntarilyfilent 
tis wou be <onfidered.. a3: Alle den 


Bet the Hoiiſe:: beg leave tor. Achreſent) fo, our 
that although-tlherighb of 'th&Rarkament, 


„ golinies! withaut rehre- 
oth" ſentation 


of raiſing. a re- | 
nue in America; was! müde It: is the judgment 


by an aſſembliy, 


=, 
4 

ö 

\ 
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Ne. Cn, 
ſentation there were indiſputable, we humbly con- 
ceive it ma be made fully to appear to be 5 * 
equal that they ſhould.) at leaſt at preſent. Tour 
Lordſhip will be pleaſed-ap remember That by; ac: 
of Parhament, the: coloniſts are prohibited from 
importing commoditiss and manufactutes of tlie 
_ growth of Europe, ſaving a few articles, except 
i Great Br itain. / Thisiprohibition;notonly oc 
caſions a much greater demand upon the mother 
country fon ker manufactures, but gives the manu- 
faccurers there the advantage of their n price; 
and can it be queſtioned, my Lord, hut / the;cole- 
niſts ate obliged by means of their policy; o pur- 
chaſe the Britiſh manufactures at a much. dearer 
rate; than the like manufatturers would Tbe,pur- 
| chaſed at, if they were allowed: to go to foreign! 
markets. It is a lofs to the coloniſts. ancb an qual 
gain to Great: Britain. The: ſame reaſoring holds. 
good with reſpect to the many -:artigles;{;of their 
produce; which tlie colonies are reſtrained: by act 
of Parliament from ſending ite foreign o ports. 
This: is iti reality a tax ſthougli an indixect one on; 
the colonies,” beſides the duties of exdiſe and cuſ. 
toms, laid on the manufactures in Great Britain 
A eelebrated Britiſh ri ter on trade, computes the 
artifſetab value ariſmig fromm tkeſe duties, to he not, 
leſs than fifty per cent. Tour Lordſhipi a wih then 
form an eſtimate of the part that is paid iby the 
oolonies upon the importation into America, Which; 
is generally: ſaid toi heat leaſt che value of two 
millions ſtęrling. 25d ιjðẽi n buy gwen 40 wil 
The Houſe is not at this time complaining of 
chis policy of the mother ſtate; bht beg you,ꝭ 
conſideration, whether ivis not grie vous to. the co 
lonies to be additionally taxed upon the commo- 
dities of Great Britain here and td be; ſolely 
charged with the defending and ſecuring hid Ma- 
jeſty's colonies, after tliey have -chearfully-borne: 


their 


— 


9 

bh 4 

1 their full proportion of maintaining his Majeſty 3 o 
- 1 in this part of his dominions, and reduc- ; 
* ' Your Lordſhip will allow the Houſe to eech, | - Y 


» their fears that the colonies have been miſrepr e 
= ſented to his Majeſty! s - miniſters and the Parl. 
t⸗ ament, as having an undutiful diſpoſition towards 
33 his Majeſty, and a diſaffection to the mother- king 
dom. It has till a few years paſt been the uſage 

7 for his Majeſty's ' requiſitions to bè laid before 

35 the repreſentatives of his people in America. And 

7 we may venture to appeal to your Lordſhip, 

if that the people of this province have been ready 

2 to afford their utmoſt] aid for his Majeſty's ſer- 

: vice. It would be grievous to his maſt faithful 

n ſubjects, to be called upon for aid in a manner 

3 which implies a miſtruſt of a free and | chearful | 


* 
eee e eee een 


n r 


85 compliance :| And the Houſe intreat- ydur Lord- 1 
= ſhip's. conſideration whether our enemies at - leaſt; : 

t would not infer a want of duty and - loyalty: | 
1 in us, when the Parliament have judged: it ne- | 
i; ceſſary to compel us by laws. for that purpoſe; 2 
25 as by 1 — late acts for raiſing a revenue in Ame- 


13 rica, and the act far preventing mutiny and de- 
>. | feryon; in the latter: of which the province and' 
t, council are directed to ſupply the Kings 1 | | | 
5 with enumerated ar ticles, and the people ate re- I 
% | quired topaytheexpence. But, beſides your Lord- 9 
1; ſhip will judge whether the execution of this act | 
5 can comport with the- en a free legiſlative 1 


lative ſhould: be depreſſed anddeftroyed..c In order, 
* therefore, to ſupport the ſupreme executive of his g 
Majeſty, at ſo 2 Aa diſtance, 107 the perſon of N 

his governor, judges and other executive c 


of in America. 2521 Lorfr Sue 
1 It is unnatur al to expect, a -the R 
4 cutive power can long exiſts, {the ſupreme legiſ- | 


5 it _ neceſſary that there ſhould be a legiſlative . 2 
5 | in | 


council, for! the: ſtrvice of his: Maje 


— 


5 OD: ( 16 3 
im Amerien ad 


Whole empire. 


Such a. legiſlative! 3 is otiaſtitured by: de royal 
charter. ofi this: province: In this: charter, my Lord 
the King for: himſelf, his heirs: and: 76; rg 
general aſſembly, full power, andi 
authority to: impoſe and levy: proportionable! andi 
reaſonable aſſoſſtnents;. rates: and tatest upon the 
eſtates and perſõns oft the inhabitants, to/beifſued- 
and diſpoſed of, by: warrant under the! hand of 


grants to the 


the govemor, withy the advice: and! conſent off tho 
| in the ne. 
N defenue'and: ſupport: of laws ment of: 
the prowinre, andthe! protection and preſervation: of 
the: inhabitants, to ſuch acts ap are! 
ov: ſhall> be in force im the: provincæ und tlie, 


houſe are humbly of opinion tliat/ the legiſlative | 


powers in the ſeveral colonies! in America were ori. 
un erefted upon à conviction, that the fubjefty 
5 ;: could. me ws der _ ſupreme: 
1610 ative, and conſequently! that there was m ne. 
2 that ſuch powers ſhould: be erected, © 
18 
howſe — 5 diſpute the auchority of the ſupreme 
legiflative of the nation, that indudes them thus 
to addreſs: 1 Lordſhip; but a warm fenſe of 
to their prince and, they Trumb 
liend, a juſt concern for their natural and oonfti:- 
tutionak De They Beg-your Lordſnip would 
excuſe their treſpaſſing upon your time — — 
tion to the great affaits of rhe ſtate: They ap 
royo at ac friend to this ri 
Britiſh x As Americans they/ itriptore-your 
- Eordfhip's' patronage; and beſeech you t repre- 
ſent them grievances to tlie Ki en, and 


qur' ſoverei 
88 ey one 


their relieft 
/ Signedby-the Gpnakicr! 


yr free; 8 irn | 
ſubordination to: the * 1 of tint 


no means, my Lord, a. diſpoſition. in te 
puer 


of mankind! = F | 
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*HE. boufs m ET MO, of this his Me 


G of © ratitude. upon their minds, for the 
ſignal and, Se ful exertions you were pleaſed. 


to make for them 15 7 ab of the coloni 1 
were in 8 eh do not fall * 


immediately under ET care We that dep 


to Which his. Majeſty. has , been graciouſly. ee q 
to appoint you; yet your known attachment to, 


the rights of ſupjects, 65 e juſt, extent, the con- 


3 gin of of te upreine legiſlative and. 
e.prerogative.0 2 al eign, is 2 ſtrong in- 
andement & to Houſe; when new. grievances. 


hap pen, to 18 25 3 5 repeated aid. Con ſcious 


of Wer own diſpolition, they rely upon that ean- 
9 mag 16 4 diſtinguiſhed mark of your cha- 
er. 


bull ent 40 adfious, your ſentiments are too, 


generous, - to impüte the expre ions of uneaſineſs 


under the operation. of any cular, acts of the 
Britiſh bee to a Poe) apa diſcontented ha- 


bi much, lels to 6 want a due veneration for 
1 aviguſt aſſembl Ye 1 5 


This houſe is at all times ready to recagni 260 
his Majeſty's high court of parliament, the ſu- 


preme legiſlative. power over the whole empire; 


its ſuperintending authority, in all caſes. con ſtent 
with the fundamental rules of the conſlitution, is 


as clearly admitted by his Majeſty's ſubjects i in this 


pores as by thoſe within. the realm; ſince the 
e 


© Province a of he dete, 


jeſty 8 Province have fill the ſenſible i im- : 


And howe Ver. Mey. be have been, re- 


(18 * 


; conftitution of whe! fats, as it viiht tobe, is ed; 
it is humbly preſumed, chat the fützjects, in every 
part of the empire, however remote, have an equi- | 

table claim to all the adyantages W. 

it is the glory ofthe Brieih Prince, and the 
happineſs of all his ſubjects, that their conſtitution 
haih its foundation in the immutable ws of na- 
ture: And as the ir onde legiſlative as well as the 
ſupreme executive derives its authority from that 
conſtitution,” it wou ſeem thut no Jaws © can be 
made or executed, that are repugnant to any ef. 
ſential law in nature. Hence, a ritiſh fubj Y is 


py 


happily diſtinguiſhed” From the 0 ec 2 many 
cher ſtates, in a 3 ch i well. Bro | 1100 
of his 6wn ſafety,” 18 the” Perk Fechion. of 0 
tical liberty. 0 


It is knee to be of vhatterible hw in 
nature; that a man fuld have the free uſe and 
_ ſole diſpoſal of the a, of his honeſt induſtry, 
ſubjeck to no controu The equity of this prin- 
ſeems to have been too obvious to be mifun- 
derſtood by thoſe "who. framed. "the couſtitution , 5 

into Which it is ingrafted as an "eſtabliſhed law. 
It i is conceived that this principle Save riſe i in early, 
time to a reprefentation in parliament; where 
every individual in the realm as finde been, and 
is til conſidered by as of . partiament as preſent 
by himſelf, or 18 repreſentariye of his own free 
election: conſe en „the aid afforded, there to 
the ſHvereign'is ot "the nature of a.tribute, but 

the free and voluntary gift of * 

The houſe 2 to e fideration, ds 

his Majeſty s ſu thi rovince, or any 0 
them, N be conſidered as having” been geben in 
Fan eren When an act of the fourth of his pre- 
nt Majeſty's rei „and another paſſed the laſt 
eſſion, were made. Tf not, it ſeems to be con- 

| _ that, as thoſe acts were made with the ſole 
and 


1 „ „ 
and expreſs purpoſe of raiſing a revenue out of 
1 9 4 che ola here Re in thoſe inſtances 
_ unfortunately deprived of the ſole diſpoſal of their 
property, and the honour and privilege of contri- 
home to the aid of their ſovereign by a free and 


Tbe people of this province would by no means 
be inclined: to petition the parliament for a repre- 
ſentation. _ Separated from the mother-country by 
a mighty ocean, and at the diſtance of three thon- 
ſand miles, they apprehend it is, and ever will be, 


utterly. impracticable that they ſhould be equally 


repreſented there: They have always been confi- 
dered by the nation as ſubjects remote: And his 
Majeſty's royal predeceſſors were graciouſly pleaſed 
to conſtitute by charter a ſubordinate. legiſlative in - 
the province, as it is canceived, with a view of 


preſerving to their remote ſubjects the unalienable 
right of a repreſentation. By 


right of a atio this charter the lands 
therein deſcribed are granted to the inhabitants 
in free and common ſoccage; and the general aſ- 


ſembly is inveſted with the power of impoſing and 


levying proportionable and reaſonable aſſeſſments, 
rates, and taxes, upon the eſtates and perſons of 


the inhabitants, for his Majeſty's ſervice, in the 
neceſſary defence and ſupport of his government 


of the province, and the protection and preſerva- 


tion of the inhabitants; and of ordaining and eſta- 


bliſbing all manner of wholeſome and reaſonable 
orders, laws, ſtatutes and ordinances, directions 
and inſtructions, either with or without penalties, 
as they ſhall judge to be for the good and welfare 
of the province: And as a ſufficient check upon 
this ſubardinate power, which ſecures its de- 
pendance on the ſupreme legiſlative, no law can 


be made repugnant to the laws of England; and 
all laws that are made, are laid before his Majeſty, 
* B 2 e 
i 3 — 
. 
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| them at his royal pleaſure. 
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uho at any time during three years after, diſmiſs 


Al that is deſired by the people of idle pre- 
vince, is, that 55 may be reſtored to their ori- 
ginal ſtanding: They may venture to appeal to 
the nation, that they have never failed to afford 
their utmoſt aid to his Majeſty Whenever he hath 
required it; and they may fay it without vanity, 
that in many inſtances from their ſettlement, they 
have given ſtriking proofs of their zeal for the ho- 
nour of their ſovereign, and their affection for the 
mother-ſtate. Muſt it not then be grievous to free 
and loyal ſubjects, to be called upon in a manner 
Which appears to them, to diveſt them of their 
freedom, and ſo far to impeach their loyalty as to 


imply a miſtruſt of their chearful compliance with 


his ia jeſty's royal requiſitions #? © . 
The houſe allo beg leave to ſubmit whether" the 
people can continue . While the crown in addi- - 
tion to its uncontroverted right of appointing a go- 
vernor, may appoint him ſuch ſtipends as it ſhall I. 
judge fit, at the expence of the people and without tt 
their conſent: And whether, While the judges of fe 
the land, at ſo great a diſtance from the throne, A 
the fountain of juſtice, may be altogether indepen- je 
dent on the people for their ſupport, it may not | b 
probably happen, that in ſome. future time, the cc 
principles of equity may be ſubverted even on the ec 
bench of juſtice, and the people deprived of their ez 
* The houſe could add, that by the reſtraints lad || Je 
upon the American trade by acts of Parliament, I no 
which operate equally to the advantage of Great co 
Britain and the diſadvantage of this and the other of 
colonies, and the taxes ich the inhabitants here an. 


eventually pay as the conſumers of the Britiſh! ma- 


nufactures, it ſhould ſeem to be beyond all the no 
rules of equity, that tlieſe additional burdens | © 
„ NL, ſhould 


% 


- 


* 5 5 
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I ſhould be laid on them; Put they would not treſ- 
ls aſs upon your time and attention to the great af 


fairs of the nation. They beg your candid con- 
5- || fideration of the | unhappy circumſtances of tie 
i- | province, and hope, that Jour great intereſt in 
to the national councils, ſo far as ſhall appear to 
5 May to be juſt, will be employed on their he- 
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© | A Letter to the Right Hon, the Marquis of 
„j 8 


/ 


of Province of the Maſſubuſtts-Boy, 
„ a on Januar) 22, 1768. 
2 4 er hh 
THE  houfe of repreſentatives of this his Ma- 
J jefty's province have had the honour of your 
letter of the th of May laſt, communicated to 
them by their ſpeaker, and thank your Lordſhip 
for your condeſcenfion, in the kind ſentiments you 
are pleaſed to expreſs of his Majeſty's good ſub- 
jects of America and of this province. The eſta- 
bliſhing the harmony between Great Britain and her 
colonies, is a ſubject which your Lordſhip has judg- 
ed worthy of your particular attention? And the 
exertions which you have made for this very im- 
portant (purpoſe, claim the moſt grateful acknow- 
| ledgments of the Houſe. Your ſentiments are ſo 
t, | nobly extended beyond the moſt diſtant partial 
at e ee as muſt diſtinguiſn Fn a patron 
er of the colonies, a friend to the Britiſh gonſtitution 
fe and the rights of mank ine. 


* | 


. e ple ro fag, thin you vill 


Ie || not adopt a ſyſtem of arbitrary rule over the co- 
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bonies; nor de otherwiſe, than, ſtrenuouſſy refift 
| where attempts ſhall be made to throw off that 


dependency to which the colonies ought to ſubmit. 


. And your Lordſhip with great impartiality adds 
4 not only for the advantage of Great Britain but 
for their own real happinefs and ſafety.” _ 


This houſe, my Lord, have the honour heartily to 


join with you in ſentiment ; and they ſpeak the lan- 
guage o their conſtituents. So ſenſible are the. 


of their happineſs and ſafety, in their union wi 
and dependance upon the mother country, that 
they would by no means be inclined to accept of 


an independency if offered to them. But, my 
Lord, they intreat your conſideration, whether 
te colonies have not reaſon to fear ſome danger 
of arbitrary rule over them, when the ſupreme 
power of the nation, have thought proper to 
impoſe taxes on his Majeſty's American ſubje 


- 


with the ſole and -expreſs purpoſe of raiſin 
revenue, and without their. conſent. «© 
My Lord, the ſuperintending power of that high 
court over all his Majeſty's ſubjects in the empire, 
and in all caſes which can conſiſt with the funda- 
mental rules of the conſtitution, . was never. queſti- 
oned in ihis province, nor, as the Houſe conceive, 
in any other. But in all free ſtates the conſtitu- 
tion is fixed: It is from thence that the ſupreme 


its authority: Neither, then, can break thro 
the fundamental rules of the conſtitution, with · 


out deſtroying their own foundation. 


k is humbly ecanceived,: that all; his Majeſty's 
happy ſubjects, in every part of his wide extended 
dominions, have à juſt. and equitable claim to the 


rights of that conſtitution, upon which government 
itſelf is formed, and by which ſovereignty and al- 


legiance 
legiance is 
* 4 


- 
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ſhip will: ROY us to fay; that it is an eſſential 5 


9 7 of a Britiſh ſubject, ingrafted into the conſti- 
tation, or if your | ordihip . will admit the expreſ· 
fon, a ſacred and unalienable natural right, qui- 
etly to 2915 and have the ſole diſpoſal of his own 
property. 

Britiſh, ports declare, that every individuel 
in the realm, is preſent in his Majeſty's high court 


of parliament, by himſelf ar his 1 7717 of 
T 


his own free election. But, my Lord, it is appre- 
hended that a juſt and equal repreſentation of the 
ſubjects, at the diſtance of a thouſand tranſmarine 
leagues 175 the metropolis is utterly impracti- 
cable. this opinion, this Houſe humbly 
conceive, 1 Majctty s royal predeceſſors, thought | 
it equitable to form ſubordinate legiſlative powers 
in America, as perfectly free as the nature of 
things would admit, that ſo, weir remote ſubjects 
might enjoy a right, which thoſe within the realm 
have ever held red, of being taxed only by re- 
preſentatives of their own free election. 
The houſe beg leave to obſerve to your Lordſhip, 
that the monies thatſhall ariſe by the act for grant- 
ing to his Majefty certain duties on Paper, Glaſs, 
and other articles, paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of par- 
liament, are to be applied, in the firſt place, for 
the payment of the neceſſary charges of the admi- 
niſtration of juſtice, and the ſupport of civil go- 


vernment, in fuch eolonies where it ſhall be judged 


neceſſary ;, and the reſidue for d ending, protecting 
and ſecuring the Folonies. "hey intreat your 
Lordſhip's conſideration, Gia may be the conſe- 


quence, in ſome future time, if the crown in addi- 


tion to its right of appointing. governars over the 

colonies, ved this Houſe chearfully recognize, 

2 appoint them ſuch ſtipends, as it ſhall judge 
without the conſent of 1 people and at their 
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conformity to this, the acts of the 
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not hold their commiſſions during good behaviour, 


2 Lordſhip, will judge, Whether it may not 
hereafter happen, that at fo great a diſtance fromm 
"the throne, the fountain of juſtice, for want of an 
adequate check, corrupt and arbitrary rule may 
take place, even within the colonies, which may 
"deprive a bench of juſtice of its glory, and the peo- 
ple of their happineſs and ſafety. 
Four Lordftip juſtice and candor will induce 
vou to believe, that what our enemies may have 
taken occaſion to repreſent to his Majeſty's: miniſters 
and the parliament, as an undutiful dipoſition in the 
colonies, is nothing more than a juſt and firm attach- 
ment to their natural and conſtitutional rights. It 
is humbly ſubmitted to your Lordſhip whether 
_ theſe ideas are well founded. And while this pro- 
vince and the colonies ſhall continue in your Lord- 
"ſhip's judgment to be faithful and loyal ſubjects to 
FF » 
fluence will ever be employed, to promote the ſen- 
timents of tenderneſs as well as juſtiee in the parent 
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OUR great knowledge of the, conſtitut 
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ion 
and Jaws of the nation, of the juſt extent 
of parliamentary authority, and the, rights of Pri- 
tiſh ſubjects, is a prevailing inducement to the 
| Houſe of repreſentatives of this his Majeſty's pro- 
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ee "to addrefs' your Lordſhip, at a time when” | 
| your attention to' the Britiſh colonies, their con- 
nection with and dependance upon the mother 
ſtate, and their rights as ſuhjects, ſeems to be ne- 


ceſſary and important, not to them alone, but to 
the whole Empire. | 
This Houſe can ſpeak only for the N of 


one province: But no aſſembly on this continent, 
it is preſumed, can long be ſilent, under an appre- 


henſien, that without the aid of ſome powerful 


| advocate, the liberties of America v will oon be no 


more. GON ISS 

It is a cauſe which the Houle i is aſſured. your. 
Lordſhip has at heart: And the paſt experience of 
your patronage, and the noble exertions you were 
pleaſed to make for them in a late time of diſ- 
treſs, affords the ſtrongeſt reaſon to hope that your 
happy influence will ſtill be employed in their be- 


half, as __ us your. e ſhall Judge to be 


right. 

If in in all WING des, ha conſti tution is fixed, id 
the ſupreme legiſlative power of the nation, from 
thence denves its authority; can that power over- 
leap the bounds of the conſtitution, without ſub- 
verting its own foundation? If the remoteſt ſub- 
jects, are bound by the ties of allegiance, v hich 
this people and their forefathers have acknow- 
75 ed ; are they not by the rules of equity; inti- 

"to all the pak of that conſtitution, which 


þ ts and limits both ſovereignty and allegi- 


ance ? If it is an eſſential unalterable right in na- 
ture, ingrafted into the Britiſh conſtitution, as a 
fundamental law, and ever held ſacred and irre- 


vokable by the ſubjects within the realm, that 


what is a man's own is abſolutely his own; and 
that no man hath a right to take it from him 
without his conſent ; may not the ſubjects of this 
F 3 a decent firmneſs, wich has al- 

ways 


. 


vs diſtinguiſned the happy ſukiects of Britain, 
right? WVkll, 8 
_ The ſuperintending authority of his NMajeſtyn 
high court of parliament over the whole empire, 
in all caſes which can conſiſt with the fundamental 
rights of the conſtitution, was never queſtioned 
in this province, nor, as this Houſe conceive, in 
any other: but they intreat your Lordſtip's re- 
de lion one moment, on an act of parliament paſ- 
ſd the laſt ſeſſion; and another in the fourth of 
his preſent Majeſty's reign; both impoſing duties 
on his ſubjects in America, which as they are im- 
poſed with the ſole and expreſs purpoſe of raiſing 
a revenue, are, in effect, taxes. The poſition, 
that taxation and repreſentation are inſeparable, is 
founded on the immutable laws of nature : but the 
Americans had no repreſentation in the parliament, 
when they were taxed: Are they not then unfor- 
tunate in theſe inſtances, in having that ſeparated, 
- which God and nature had joined? Such are the 
local circumſtances of the colonies; at the diſtance 
of a thouſand leagues from the metropolis, and ſe- 
parated by a wide ocean, as will for ever render a 
juſt and equal repreſentation in the ſupreme le- 
giſlative, utterly impracticable. Upon this conſi- 
deration, it 1s conceived, that his Majeſty's royal 
predeceſſors thought it equitable to form legiflative' 
bodies in America, as perfectly free as a ſubordi 
nation to the ſupreme legiſlative would admit of, 
that the ineſtimable right of being taxed only by 
repreſentatives of their own free election, might 
be preſerved and ſecured to their ſubjects here. 
The Americans have ever been conſidered by the 
nation as ſubjects remote; and ſucceeding kings, 
even to the preſent happy reign, and until theſe 
acts were made, have always directed their requi - 
| ſrtions, to be laid before nn 
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their p ple in 


and it is preſumed alf the other colotiies; have 5 


with the utmoft 'chearfulnes complied; Maſt it 


not Fa be grievons to ſubjects,” who have in 
mam eated inffances afforded 'the' firongeſt 


mark foyalty and zeal for the honour and fer- 
vice of hate fovercign, to be now called upon, in 


a manner, which impfies à diftruft of a free and 


witting compliance?” Such is the misfortune of the 


coloniſts, not only in the inftances before · menti- 
oned, but alſo in the cafe of the ack for prevent- 


ing mutiny and deſertion; which requires the 


Governor and couneil to to provide « enumerated -arti- 
cles for the King's mar 


ple to pay the expence. 


, and the peo- 


This is a great change; and in its nature de- 

licate and important. Your lordfhip will form 

your a: an of the wiſdom of making fuch 
a Sa ge, without the moſt preſſing reaſon, or an 


abſetuce neceſſity. ' There can be no neceffity, 


Lord as this Houfe humbly conceiye': The ub 


Jets in this province, and undoubtedly in all the 
colonies, however they may have been otherwiſe 


repreſented to his Majeſty's miniſters, are loyal: 

They are firmly attached to the mother' ſtate : 
They always conſider her intereſt and their own as 
inſeparably interwoven, and it is their fervent wiſn 
that it may ever ſo remain: All they deſire is, to 


be reſtored to the ſtanding n which they were 
originally put ; to have the honour and privilege 


of voluntarily 1 the aid of their ſo- 
vereign, when required ey are free og 


and it is hoped the nation will never conſider them 
as ina tributary ſtate, 


It is humbly ſubmitted to your Loriihip, Whe- 


ther fubjects can be ſaid to enjoy any degree of 


free if the crown in addition to its r 
authorny of conſtituting governors, ſhould tho | 
au 


7 PTS nent tot af IT 7 oo, 


4 <a 2 W as ee 


which 
and the people of their ſecurity? 


54 2 3 
*** to TRIED ſuch gtipends for . as it ? 


ſhall judge proper, at their expence and without 


their conſent. This is the unhappy ſtate to which 
his Majeſty's. ſubjects i in the colonies are reduced, 


by the act for granting certain duties on Paper, 


and other articles. A power without a check is 


always unſafe, and in ſome future time may in- 


trod uce an abſolute government into America. 


5 The judges 87 the land here do not hold their 


3 during good behaviour: Is it a 5 


then juſtly to be apprehended, that at fo £ 
a diſtance from the throne, the foundation of 125 


tional juſtice, with ſalaries altogether independent 
of the people, an arbitrary rule may take effect, 
ſhalt all deprive a bench of juſtice of Its gory, 


When a queſtion ari iſes on the public” admini- 5 


ſtration, the nation will judge and determine in 
conformity to its political conſtitution: : The great 


end of the Britiſh conſtitution. is uniyerſal liberty; 
and this houſe. reſts aſſured, that your Lordſhip's 
great intereſt in the national councils will. ata . 


: be gs on che ſide ad hibecty and truth. 
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My Lord, | x 1 


HE particular attention vou were als 
to give to the intereſt of the American ſub- 


* * their. rig were in danger, and 908 


noble 


a 3 „ 
Alle and ſucceſsful efforts in ſupport of thei, 
Tis: left in the breaſts of all; the indelible marks 
; of gratitude. The houſe of - repreſentatives /-of 
hid his Majeſty” s province, having reaſon to be aſ- 
ſured, that in every inftance of your publie con- 
duct, you are influenced by the principles of vir- 
tue and diſintereſted public affection, beg leave to 
manifeſt to your Lordſhip, a teſtimony of their 
full confidence in you, by imploring your - repeat- 
2 aid and patronage at this time When che cloud 
ä garhers thick over them. 
e muſt afford the utmoſt ſatisfaction: to the 
diſtreſſed coloniſts; to find your Lordſhip ſo ex- 
Plicitly declaring your ſentiments in that grand 
principle in nature, , that what a man hath ho- 
« neſtly* e is abſolutely and uncontroulably 
„his Own. This principle is eſtabliſhed as a 
fundamental __ in the Britiſh conſtitution, which 
eminently hath its foundation in the laws of na- 
ture; and eonſequently it is the indiſputable right 
of all men, more eſpecially of a Britiſh, ſubject, to 
be preſent in perſon, or by ROI Son, in the : 
Bagly: where he is taxed. © 
But however fixed your Lordſhip. and 7 2 
others may be in this cardinal point, it is truly 
mortifying to many of his Majeſty s free and 
loyal ſubjects, that even in the Britiſh, parliament, 
that fanctuary of liberty and juſticęe, a different | 
ſentiment ſeems of date to have preyailed. . . 
Unwilling to intrude; upon your attention. to 
the: great affairs of ſtate, the houſe would onl 
refer your Lordſhip to an act paſſed in the fourth 
year of the preſent eigu, and another in the la 
ſeſſion of parliament; both impoſing duties on the 
Americans, who Were not pr rg with. the 
ſole and expreſs: purpoſe of raiſing a / revenue. 
What, my Lord, have the coloniſts done to for- 
| * UK; characler and * of Ae al 
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10 vo redutril in effect to a tributarx ſtake 7 This 
| houſe may appeal to the nation, that che utmoft 
aid of the people as been chearfully. given 
when his Majeſty required ĩt : Often, on their own. 
motion, and when almaft ready: to ſucchmb under 
the expence of defending their hun borders, thar 
| 2eal has carried them abroad for. che Boneur 6 of | 
their ſovereign, and the defence of his rights - 
Of this, my Lord, not to mention any more, the 
| reduction of Lomfburgh in che year 1/45, 40 
the defence of his Majeſty's garriſon at Ananpo- 
bis, and of all Nova Scotia, Will be ſtanding mo. 
nument. Can there ben neceſſity for ſo great a 
change, and in its | nature: ſo delicate 2 and im- 
portant, that inſtead of having the honour.; of his 
Majeſty's requiſitions laid before heir repreſen- 
tatives here, as has been invariably the uſage, the 
_ parliament ſhould now tax them - without. their 
conſent? T8 E ee n 
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fortunately have, may have repreſented them to 
his Majeſty's miniſters, | and the parhament, as 
factious, undutiful, diſloyal: They, my Lord, ar 
equally the enemies of Britain: Such is yeufex- 
'  tenfive knowledge of mankind; and the fantuments | 
and diſpoſitions of the'cdlomes in general, that 
Ans houſe would freely venture to reſt che oharac- 
der ef th&ir-conltiruents in gouf Lord(bip's Jude 
ment: Sutely x is no ill difpoſttion in the loyal 
ſubjects ef à patriot ' King, with a deceney' and 
rinnefs adapted to their character, o aſſert their 
freedom. Balles „n - 1h 07 G ION: 675 
Phe colonies, as this: touſe humbly conceive, 
carmot be repreſemed in the Britiſn parlia ment: 
Their local cirumſtances, at the diſtance of. a2 
| houfand Neagues beyond the ſeas, forpide, and 
will for ever render it impracucable: 'Ehis,-they 
apprehend, was the realon that his Majeſty's royal 
7; prede- 


CEE)... 
prollocatins fair fit to ereft ſubordinate legiſlative 
bodies in America as perfectly free as the nature of 


thi 07 admit, that their remote ſubjects 
nig that ineſtimable right, a repreſenta- 


© Sie a legiſlative is conſtituted by the y- 


al | acts of this province. In this cherer, the 


King, for hitnſelf, his heirs and ſucceſſors, grants 
to the inhabitants all the lands and territories 


therein deſcribed, in free and common ſoccage; 


as ample eſtate as the ſubjects can hold under the 


croum; together with all the rights, "liberties, 


privileges, and immunities of his natural ſubjects 


born within the realm; of which the moſt eſſen- 
tial is u power inveſted in the general aſſembly 


to tevy propertionable and reaſonable taxes on the 
eſtates and perſons of the inhabitants, for the 


ſervice of his Majeſty, and the neceſſary defence 
and ſupport of his government of the province, 
and the protection and preſervation of the inha- 


bitants-. But though they were originally, and 


þ Way, 15 pore r have bees conk 


1 


—.— for eee yy of heir fellow | 


| dub in Britaip. . If then the colonies are charg- 
re the moſt, diſtant thought. of 9 


dency, your Lordſhip may be aſſured, that, With 


reſpect to the l of this province, and, it is 
| preſumed, of of all che een 5 deity ö charge is 


"Nabi of eee 


| to have given your Lordſhip; this i but the 
neceliny. of a powerful advscate, when their li- 
berty is in danger: Sueh they have more than 


once found you to be; and as they humbly hope 


they have never forfeited your patronage, they in- 
treat that your great intereſt in the national coih- 
ils may ſtill be — in their behalf, that 


they | 


„„ꝙ%u d ay IT RI re es eu * 
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; = = ER reſtored. to. the ; ſtanding: of hes 


hat your. Lande ay. Fog ſtate 


3 of. — 698 and long be continued a great bleſ- 
lung to the nation ns: her eplogich ie ardent 


wiſhof, this houſe; F 3575 b 
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A Leue, to —— Right e che Lords 
eee, os the I. reaſury. 91. 


n, Province of « te egen 
Moot os Ea; REN 17. og 
1 a LIE 


My Le 0 „ 1 Jo 381 
＋ \HE houſe of * reproſentariv 0 of this his Ma. 


your Lordfhips the great Acute to telt this 


are reduced, by the operation of divers acts of 


parliament, impoſing duties to be levied on the 
ſubjects: of the American colonies; and- made with 


the ſole and expreſs purpoſe of raiſmg a revenue 
And beg the favour of your candid judgment 
and great intereſt in the national eb meils for 


Weir e e e ee e 


As their confiitderis ure not ind any manner re- 


«preſented in the. parliament, they cannot: but much 
wonder, that taxes and burdens are laid upon them, 


aich they humbly apprehend ' could fiave been 


eto Aer to be beyond all bounds of equi- 
ty and proportion ʒ anli this conſideration: they are 


ure would bave its "ove" SR” in dhe ty 


houſe. of commons. 
By act of 1 your Lordſtips 4 are ea. 


= ble d that the reed are hes kom import- 
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ing commodities, the growth. or manufacture of 
Europe, ſaving a few articles, except from Great 
Britain: By this policy, the demand of Britiſh ma- 
nufactures from the colonies is greatly increaſed; . 
and the manufacturers have the advantage of their 
on price. Hence it appears, that what is gained 
by the ſubjects in Great Britain, is a loſs to thoſe 
in America; for there can be no doubt, as this 
houſe conceive, but that if the coloniſts were al- 
lowed to purchaſe ſuch commodities at foreign 
markets, they might have them at a cheaper rate; 
or, which is the ſame thing to them, the Britiſh 
manufacturers would be n to reduce 


# 
— 


their price. Thus alſo, with regard to the many 


articles of their produce, which the colonies are 
by act of. parliament reſtrained from ſending to fo- 
reign ports: This occaſions a great plenty of 
American exports, and eftentimes a glut at the 
Britiſh markets, which always diminiſnes the price, 
and makes a loſs to the American, and an equal 
gain to the ſubject in Britain. This regulation, 
evidently deſigned in favour of thoſe- of his Ma- 


jeſty's ſubjects inhabiting in Great Britain, the 


houſe, is not at this time complaining of: but they 
beg your Lordſhips conſideration, whether, in ad- 
dition to theſe burdens, it is not grievous to their 
conſtituents, to be ophged to pay duties on Britiſh, - 
manufactures here; eſpecially conſidering, that, as 
the conſumers, of thoſe manufactures, they pay 
a great proportion of the duties and taxes laid 
upon them in Britain. It is computed by a late 
celebrated Britiſh writer, that the artificial value 
ariſing from theſe. duties is no leſs than fifty per 
cent. Vour Lordſhips will then form an eſtimate 
of the part that. is paid annually upon the impor- 
tation into America, which is generally allowed 
to be at leaſt two millions ſterling. So great 
are the advantages rns yearly 9, Great e : 
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from the colonies, moſt of which, it i8 ids were 
ſettled, and have been maintained and defence, | 
taut within a very 8 their own 11 
erfence: This houte can e : He OE” 
or Dog ft offs ei: 
But the Perrin meque xe Public” | 
burdens, though a real grievance, is of but fta 
confideration, when compared With another, in 
the mention of which, che houle beg your Lord 
| ſhips indulgence- The duties fevied in Arteries, ' 
by virtue of the afore-m ntioned acts, were fr. 
| poſed with the ſole and expreſs purpoſe- of ae 
. a revenue; and are to be applied, in the | 
„ place, for the making a more certain and adeguate 
er ot for the charge of the adminiſtration of 
june andthe fupport of civil vernment, in 


| ſiuch colonies where it fhall be neceſſary; 
2B and the refiducis from time to time to be diſpo⸗ 
A ſee of by parliament, towards defraying tlie ne- 


1 ceſſa nees « of defending; ©'pte ten and” 
N 1 10 9 8 colonies. It SS Us wy Rings” t 
3 C E his Majeſty's commons in Britain have - | 
; not, by theſe acts, granted tie pro erty of their 
fellow ſubjectis in America, withon their conſent” | 

in parliament. Tour Lord{hips will allow, ' that it | 

| is an unalterable rufe in equity, that a man ſhall 
x : have the free uſe and Hole diffpoſal of bis pro- 
| perty. This original principle, to the laſting ho- |} 
» nour of our Britiſh ' anceſtors,” was in early time : 

ingrafted into the Britiſh conſtitutiqn, and is the 
1 

t 
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greateft ſecurity, tas well as the brighteſt ' orna-! 
ment of a Britiſh "fibje&t -It' adds to the rea 

grandeur of the Britiſn monarch, whoſe. happy 
ſudjects have an unſhaken opinion of their own © 0 
| ſafety, - wineh is the perfection: of pofitical liber- || & 
E ty Such a conſtitution ſhall in future ages be — 45 0 
| mrred,” when the names of tyrants and their v 3 
as Thall be alike'fargot: This conſtitution, by: n 

Lords, 
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* 35 15 
Lords is ned: It is froth Mens that all power 


in the ſtate dertves its authotity : Therefore, no 


er can exceed the bounds of it without de- 
ſtroying its wn fotindatioh.” It is conceived, 
that even the remoteſt and moſt inconſi derable 
ſubje& hath an equitable claim to the benefit of 


the fundamental rules of the conftitution ; for all 
Beitiſh fübjects are alike free. The bleflings of 


the Britiſſi conffitiieicrn will for ever keep the 
ſubje&s of this province united to the mother 
ſtate, as long as tlie ſentiments of hbert > are pre- 
ſerved: ButWhat liberty can remain to them, when 


their property, the fruit of their toil and induſtry, 
and the prop of all their futute hopes in life, may 


be taken from them at the diſcretion of others? 
They have never been Backward in affording 
their aid to His Majeſty, to the extent of their 
abilit They eat fay without vanity, and the 
allo weck to boaſt, that, from the days of 


_ their anceſtors," no ſubjefts have given more 1 


nal proofs of Zeal for the ſervice and honour: of 
fir ſovereign; and affection for the parent coun- 

Ir has tin of late been the invariable uſage 
fel his majeſty's requiſitions to be laid before 
their on repreſentatives; and their aid has not 
been tributary, but the free and voluntary, gift 
of all: The change is in its nature delicate ànd 


important; your Lordſnips will judge whether 


there be any neceflity or preſſin 1 9 55 for it:? 
The houſe are not inlenſidle that the colonies have 


their enemies, who may have repreſented them 


to his majeſty's miniſters and the parliament as 
ſeditious, difloyal, and diſpoſed to ſer up, an in- 
dependeney on Great Brita: But they rely u 

the caridour of your Lordſhips judgment: Thi 
can- affirm, chat withregard to 5 Be province, an 


they preſume, all the colonies, the charge is * 
: Jufious/and unjuſt; the ſuperintending authority” 
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of his. Majeſty's high court of parhament, the fa 


preme legiſlative over the whole. empire, is as 


clearly admitted here as in Britain; ſo far as is 


conſiſtent with the fundamental rules of the con- 
ſtitution; and, it is dare it is not NNE | 


admiſſible BA. re cal ro btn 


The houſe are humbly of opinion, "Alias 2 re- 


preſentation of their conſtituents in that 1 
court, by reaſon of local circumſtances, will for 


ever be impraticable : And that his Majeſty's 


royal predeceſſors were graciouſly pleaſed, :;by 


charter, to erect a legiſlative: in the province, 
as perfectly free as a ſubordination would admit, 
7 that the ſubjects here might enjoy the unalienable 
right of a repreſentation: And urther, that the 


nation hath ever ſince conſidered them as ſubjects, 
Ga. lr to the acts of their 


though remote, a 
ſubordinate legiſlation. Their charter is a check 
upon them, and effectually ſecures their depen- 
dence on Great-Britain; for no acts can be in 
force till the King's governor has given his aſſent, 
and all laws that are made are laid before his 
Majeſty, who, at any. time, during three years 
after they are made, may diſannul them at his roy- 
al pleaſure: Under this check the houſe, humbly 
conceive a repreſentation in parliament cannot be 
neceſſary for the nation, and for many reaſons 
it cannot be eligible to them: All they deſire is, 


to be placed on their original ſtanding, that they 5 


may ſtill be happy in the enjoyment of their in- 


valuable privileges, and the nation may ſtill reap 


the advantage of their growth and proſperity. 
The houſe intreat your Lordſhips patience one 
moment longer, while they juſt mention the, 
danger they apprehend to their liberties, if the 
crown, in addition to its uncontroverted right of 
appointing a governor, ſhould alſo appoint him a 
* at the expence of the people, and with- 


out 


/ 
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out their, . And alſo, 8 ane 


Judges and and other civil officers of the province 


do not hold commiſſions during good behaviour, 
there is not a probability that . — rule may 


in ſome time take effect, to the ſubverſion of the 


principles of equity and TT) and the r ruin of : 
liberty and virtue. 


6 211 


2 0 70 N as in your great wiſdom ven candor 
you oy Judge, to be. SW 7 5 


Se att ORE Wh. by the Speaker 
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A circulatory; "HR diredied to ihe Speakers 


of the reſpectiye Houſes of Repreſentatives and 
. on this Continent; a copy of which 

„was alſo (ent to Dennis De Berdt, Eſq; their 
agent, y order of the 1 that he might 
make uſe of it, if neceſſary, to prevent any 
* e of it in England. 
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HE houſe of repreſentatives. of thigh * 
vince have taken into their ſerious conſi- 
deration the great difficulties, that muſt accrue 
to-themſelves and thejr conſtituents by the opera- 
tion of ſeveral acts of parliament impoſing duties 
and taxes on the American colonies. 

As it is a ſubject in which eve 


very colony” is 
deeply intereſted, they have no reaſon to doubt 


but your houſe is duly — with its import 
"5 5 ns: 


* 
/ " 


5 85 . 85 
- ance, and that ſuch conſtitutional meaſures will be 


come into as are proper. It ſeems to be neceſ- 
ſary, that all poſſible care ſhould be taken, that 


ſupreme legiſlative derives its power and aytho- 
ity from the conſtitution, it cannot *overleap "the 


A funda» 
3 > So 
by the ſubjects within the realm, that whay's 
mas hath honeftly;3cquired is abſolutely bis on, 
which he may freely give, but cannot be taken 
| t That the American 


ſudjeets may therefore,  excluliye.of| any gonſidera. 


7 2, Al Ls 1. | | 
an rights, with 2 decent. fimneſs adapt. 
ed to the chatactef of ſres men and ſubjects, 
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ik is, 'anargovery. their humble, opinion, which 


bur ene the. greateſt deference to the 

om of the parlament, that the acts made 
Ne impoking duties on the people of this pro- 
Vince, with the ſole aud expreſs urpo e of raiſing 
A revenue, are 5 1 9 of their natural and 


conſtitutional, zights 5 as they, are not 
in e h ende liament, bis Majeſty Sg 


repreſented 
— 5 in Britain, by thoſe acts, (BRA, their pra- 


Pperty, without their conſent... .;. #7 rA sd 
Jie houſe further are obs opinion, chat their 
conſtituents, vonſidering their local cireumſtances, 


cannot by any e . . 
ment; and that it will for ex —.— impracti * 
that they ſhould be equally rep enen 81 
2 Y fl All — — 
can of a 'thauſand, leagues; Fol hat 2 5 Maj s 
n Kor this reaſon. were e 
"aſa to forma —— mene laflatiee | here, that 


their ſuhjects ani Faypy..the un right 
— * ee 


ag, fully and 
and the great 
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coplenty. ee only Nh re ble th: 
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there. 356 511 10) Fuſe 1111-38119; 25 
, pon theſe pringples, % 25 ge | 1 
chat ere the Fight in che parhament ever % 


cleara yet. for r Obviou . it would. be beyond, 


the Tales of equity, ihat ther conſtituents, ſhould, 
be. taxed 10 manufactures, of :Great-Britain, 


here, in addition to the duties they pay for f 
in England, and other advantages arifing to Great 
Britain from the acts of trade, this houſe 


| preferred an .humble, dutiful, and loyal pet! tion 


C 4 to 


the utter 
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to our moſt gracious ſovereign, and made fuch re- 
"preſentations to his Majeſty's miniſters, as they'ap- 
-prehended would tend to obtain redreſs. 
| They have alſo ſubmitted to conſideration; EY 
ther any people can be ſaid to enjoy any degree 
of freedom, if the crown, in addition to its un- 
doubted authority of conſtituting a governor, ſhould 
"appoint him ſuch a ſtipend as it ſhall judge pro- 
per, without the conſent of the peop ple, and at their 
expence: And whether, while the judges of the 
land, and other ciyil officers, hold bot their chm- 
miſſions during g good behaviour, their having ſa- 
laries appointed for them by the crown, inde- 
pendent of the people, hath not a tendeney to ſub- 
vert the principles of equity, and {endanger che 
happineſs and _—_ of the ſahest. 
In addition to th wesfates the houſe / have 
wrote a letter to their 4 agent. Mr. De Berdt, 
the ſentiments of which he Is directed to lay be- 
fore the miniſtry; wherein they take notice of 
the hardſhips of the act for preventing mutiny and 
deſertion; which requires the governor and _— 
to provide enumerated articles for the King 
marching troops, and the people to pay hai 2 
pence: And alſo the cornmiffion of the gentlemen 
appointed commyſſioners'of the euſtoms to reſide 
in America, wick Authorizes them to make as 
many appointments as they think fit and to pay the 
appointees what ſums they pleaſe, for whoſe mal. 
conduct they are not accountable: From whence 
it may happen, that officers of the crown may be 
multiplied to ſuch a degree, as to become dange-” 
rous to the liberty of the people, by virtue of a 
comtmiſſion which doth not appear to this houſe 
to derive any ſuch e to. trade as many 
. e 


S « 


1 


5 n F.. 
Theſe are the an and — pof this 


| houſe : Hud us they have too much reaſon to be- 


lieve, that the enemies of the colonies have re- 


preſented them to his Najeſty's miniſters and the 


parliament as factious, diſloyal, and having a diſ⸗- 
poſition to make themſelves independent of tlie 
mother country, they have taken occaſion, in the 


moſt humble terms, to aſſure his Majeſty and his 
miniſters, that with regard to the people of this 


province, and, as they doubt a 5 oy 995 colo- 
nien that the charge is unjuſt. 

The houſe is fully ſatisfied, that your: nbi 
is too generous and enlarged in ſentiment to be- 
lieve; that this letter proceeds from an ambition of 


taking che lead, or dictating to the other aſſem- 


blies: Thez freely fubmit- their opinion to the 
judgment o others; and ſhall take it kind in your 


houſe to point out to them wor Ong further that 


may be thought neceſſary. 
This houſe cannot conclude ki 8 


their firm confidence in the King, our common 


head and father, that the united and dutiful ſup- 
plications: of his diſtreſſed American ſubjects will 
meet e his aue arid; favourable acceptan ce. 


i1.ho A. at antb | 1892 by the Speaker. 
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A 9 to the Right Hon: the Earl of Shelburne, 
occhſioned by his Lordſtip's Letter to his Excel- 
lency Governor Bernard, read to the Houſe by 
7787 e by 1 his Excellency” 8 Order. = 


| Province * of the Maſſachuſuts-Bay, 
> 1 ow. ar 1 Aas 22 1766 
0 Lo Y, by Wi K | 
18 Excellency Cris Bernard 1 been: 
* to give -orders' to the . _— | 
this 


” a. - . 
n ee to the houſe of repreſentatives 


a letter he had received from your Lotdihip, data 
5 NV 'ptohall the te er . — fray which 


having done, thdrew, - 


leaving;aicapy as 


121 2215 1 31 15 


ang be as wk 


find. your. Lord{hip under à neceſſity of exprefiing 
ſuch unfavourable ſentiments: of - the: two: bouſts of 
e as weil as. of  ſonie particular 
members of this bouſe, alwgether! ſtrangers to 
you, with regard to dhe election of counſellors in 
May laſt. They obſerwed. that 5 — — 5 
letter had a reference to ſeveral of 
letters, upon which your Times — to be 


formed: And as his. Excellency had intimated tq 


the ſpeaker af the houſe his deſire. of having a: copy 
of a certain letter which the: houſe had directed 
to be ſent 0 the ſpeakers of the ſeveral honſes of 
aſſembly i in the other colonies, a copy of which it. 


is preſumed will be laid before your Lordſſip; 


the houſe appointed a committee to wait on his 


Excellency, and acquaint him, that they: were 


ready to lay before han the ſaid Jetter, and their 
| N ,Progeodings, relating to an important affair 


tben before them; if he ſhould deſire it. And the 
ſame committee was direted humbly to requeſt 


his Excellency to favour the houſe with a copy of 5 


your Lordſhip's letter, together with his own let- 
ters to Which it referred. IWhereupon meſſages 
paſſed between the . houſe;, which the 
houſe beg leave 10 incl o % — 19 ron 
As the, hauſe think they have juſt - grounds of 
ſuſpicion, that his Excelleney s ſetters to your 
Lordſhip! contain, at leaſt, * an implication of 
charge and accuſation _ them, which they 
are kept in ignorance of, they rely ypon\ your. 
known candour and Juſtice, that upon this their 


| humble requeſt, you will be pleated: w give orders, 5 


that 


F 22 


„ 
that copies be laid before he houſe: ob: 4 


tatives; that they may have the opportunity of 
vindicating (themſelves rey their conſtituents, and 

of happily removing from your mind an opinion 
of them, grounded, as your Lordſhip migin then 
reaſonably: judge, upon gbod information, as hav- 


ing behaved in a manner unbecoming me charac- 


ter > loyal ſubjects. They hope you wilt be fo 
favourable as to fuſpend'yout further judgment of 
them, till they can be made acquainted with 
the matters that may have been alledged:againſt 
them, and can make their defence. In the mean 


time they beg leave juſt to mention to your Lord - 


ſpip, that ihe eleftions of cg laſt May, 0 für as 


this houſe had a part in them; were made wich a 
freedom and dehberation ſuitable tothe import. 


ance. gf them: Phat they were influenced by no 


motives but the proſperity of his Majeſty 
25 


vernment, and the happineſs of his | ub: 


the non- election of ſeveral gentlemen of diſtin- 


EEE a>. moo pms 


arty pr Jud ice, priyatę reſentment, 
or motives füllt more blameable ; but the reſult of 


calm rxeflectipn upon the danger that might ac- 
etue to our excellent conſtitution, and the liberties 
of the people, from too great an union of the le- 
giſlative, executive and judiciary powers ef go- 
vernment, 5 in the, ber of the greateſt 
Writers, qught: always to be. kept ſeparate ;; Nor 
Was this; A AFL 1 formed at 4 certain pe- 
mts put it has beep. the, prevailing; ſentiment of 
of the 1 ſenſible Frag 55 

ow: emen, 11 e province, for many 
upon ringipl es Which your, Lor e hgh : 

knowledge of the acid. and the juſt 
of th Feral powers of ggyerpment, .this Son's is 
alfred, Will juſtify, And although his Excellency 
Was. Patel to exerciſe his undoubted right of 
negativing 


C 44 3 
negativing ſome of te gentlemen elected FAY 
"houſe have had no reaſon to alter their opinion of 
(them, as being unexceptionable.in point of ability, 
fortune and character. They ; pardon for this 
further trouble given to your Lordſhip, which 
they could not avoid; being ſolicitous to ſet their 


conduct in its true point of light before you: 


And they rely upon your known juſtice, that you 
will intercede with the throne for this province. 
They are aſſured, that your Lordſhip will not 
ſuffer a province to be miſrepreſented, even by 
perſons in ſtation here: And if there be any ſuch, 


they flatter themſelves, that their removal will 


render this people happy in the eſteem of the pa- 


rent country, and nn more e {01 in 1 ſmiles of 
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At Lan te Denis De Berdt, Bly, Agent ge the 


. Houſe of Repreſentatives. 


| 1 5 | Province of the Maſiehiens: Be, 
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Ti NCE the laſt ſitting of the ne court, 
divers acts of Parliament relating to the colo- 
nies have arrived here: And as the 1 'of this 
province had no ſhare i in the framing 1 55 aws, in 
which they are ſo deeply intereſted, 
| repreſentatives, who 155 
by them as the guardians of their rights and li- 
berties, have thought it their indiſpenſable gory 
_ "carefully to peruſe thei) and having ſo don: 


Foint out! TER matters in them as appear to be 
3 11 


houſe of 
Snlteutionally entruſted 
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in all parts of his: Majeſty's extend 


bodies in America were erected, becauſe their ex- 


iſtence, and the free exerciſe of their power with- 
in their ſeveral limits, are eſſentially important and 
neceſſary, to preſerve to his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
America the advantages of the fundamental laws. 


of che nini no int wan ipod frog 
When we mention the rights of the ſubjects in 


America, and the intereſt we have in the Britiſh 
conſtitution, in common with all other Britiſh ſub- 
jects, we cannot juſtly be ſuſpected of the moſt 
diſtant thought of an independency on Great Bri- 
tain. Some we know, have imagined this of the 
coloniſts; and others may perhaps have induſtri- 
ouſly propagated it, to raiſe groundleſs and un- 
reaſonable jealouſies of them: But it is ſo far from 
the truth, that we apprehend the colonies would 
refuſe it if offered to them, and would even deem 
it the greateſt misfortune to be obliged io accept 


it. They are far from being inienſible of their 


happineſs in being connected with the mother 

country, and of the mutual benefits derived from 
it to both: It is therefore the indiſpenſable duty 
of all, to cultivate and eſtabliſh a mutual harmo—ʒ 


ny, and to promote the intercourſe of good offices 


between them: And while both have the free 


enjoyment of the rights of our happy conſtitution, 
Sf APY, | - - 


grievous to their conſtituents,” and to ſeek re- 


The fundamental rules of the conſtitution are 
the grand ſecurity of all the Britiſh ſubjects; and it 
is a ſecurity which they are all equally entitled to 
— dominions. 
The ſupreme legiſlative, in every free ſtate, de- 
rives its power from the conſtitution, by the fun- 
damental rules of which it is bounded and cir- 
cumſcribed. As a legiſlative power is eſſentially 
requiſite, where any powers of government are 
exerciſed, it is conceived, the ſeveral legiſlative 
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5 he no promds of envy and difcontent. in 
' the N nor of e and miſtruſt in the 
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it hath its foundation in the law of God and na- 


ture : It is an eſſential natural right, that a man 
ſhall quietly enjoy, and have the ſole diſpoſal of his 
owfi property: This right is adopted into the 


conſtitution: "Chis natural and conſtitutional right 
is ſo familiar to the American ſubjects, that it 
would be difficult, if poſſible, to convince them, 
that any neceſſity can render it juſt, equitable, 
and reaſonable, in the nature of things, that the 


parliament fhould impoſe duties, fubſidies, talli- 


ages, and taxes, upon themy internal or external, 
r the ſole purpoſe of railing a revenue. The rea- 


is obvious; becauſe they cannot be reprefent- 


ed, and therefore their conſent cannot be conſti- 


tutionally had in parliament. 
When the parliament, ſoon: after he repeal of 


the ſtamp- ad, thought proper to paſs another act, 


declaring the authority, power, and right of par- 


liament 0 make laws that ſhould be binding on 


the colonies in all caſes whatever, it is probable, 


that acts for levying taxes on the colonies, external 


and internal, were included: For the act made 


the laſt year, impoſing duties on paper, glaſs, & c. 
as well! as the 2 and the ſtamp- act, are, 
to all intents and purpoſes, in form as ty as in 


ſubſtance, as much revenue acts as thoſe for the 


land- tax, cuſtoms and exciſes in England. The 


neceſſity of eſtabliſhing; @ revenue in America is 


expreſtly mentioned im the preambles:- They were 


originated in the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
as· all other money and revenue bills are; and the 


property of the colonies, with the ſame form, ce- 
remony - and: expreflions: of „es and duty, is 
Ae given and — to his Majeſty, as they 


uſuall lly 
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ous tendeney in point of commerce, 
te true and real intereſt of the whole empire. It 
may, and if it ean, it ought to be made to appear, 


n 


A Sxawiteir own: Bllwetimindly 


coneeive that obi nene to acts of this kind — 
be ſafely, if decently made, if they are of danger- 
policy, and 


that ſuch acts are grievous to the ſubject, bur- 
thenſome td trade, ruinous to the nation, and 
tending on the whole e nj = _ revenue of the 
crown. Hnd furely, if ghty inconveni- 


encies, evils and miſchiefs — wer yo oct out with 
1 


decency and perſpieuity, there will be the higheſt 


reaſon not en to en for,” but der to be cory 


redreſs, 
1 is ober table; that though mary have diſre- 
greg life and contemned liberty, yet there are 
men who do not agree that property is a va- 
laable acquiſition, which ought to be held facred. 
Many have fought, and bled, and died for this, 
who have been inſenſible to all other obligations. 
Thoſe who ridicule the ideas of right and juſtice, 
faith and truth among men, will put a high value 
upon money*: Property is admitted to have an 
exiſtence even in the ſavage ſtate of nature: The 
bow, the arrow, and the tomaha wk; the hunting 
and the fiſhing ground, are ſpecies of property as 
important to an American favage, as pearls, ru- 
bies and'diamorids are te the Mogul or a Nabob 
in che eaſt, or the lands, tenements, heredita- 
ments, meſſuages, gold and filver of the Europe- 


ans. And if property is neceſſary for the ſupport 


of ſavage life, it is by no means leſs ſo in civil 
ſociety. The Utopian ſchemes of levelling, and a 


community of goods, are as viſionary and im- 


Practicable, as thoſe which veſt all property in che 
crown, are arbitrary, deſpotick, and in our go- 
vernmefr uneonſtitutional. Now, what property 
can "the cdlotiiſts: be conceived: to have, if their 

money 


Cad 


| — may be granted away by others without 
their conſent? This moſt gertainly is the, preſent - 
caſe: for they were in no ſenſe repreſented in par- 
lament when this-a&t for raiſing a revenue in Ame- 
rica was made. The Stamp- act was grievouſſy 
complained of by all the colonies: And is there 
any real difference between this act and the Stamp- 

act? They were both deſigned to raiſe a reyenye 
in America, and in the ſame manner, viz. by du- 


ties on certain commodities: The payment of- the 


duties impoſed by the Stamp- act might have been 


eluded by'a total diſuſe of the ſtamped paper ; and 


ſo may the payment of theſe duties, by the total 


diſuſe of the articles on which they are laid: But 
in neither caſe without difficulty. Therefore the 
ſubjects here are reduced to the hard alternative, 
either of being obliged totally to diſuſe articles of 


the greateſt neceſſity in common life, or to Pay: a | 


tax without their conſent. _ . | 
The ſecurity of right and property is the Sk 
end of government: Surely then, ſuch meaſures 


as tend to render right and property precarious, | 


tend to deſtroy both property and government; 
for theſe muſt ſtand and fall together. It would . 
be difficult, if poſſible, to ſhow, that the preſent. 
plan of taxing the colonies is more favourable to 
them, than that put in uſe here before the revo- 


ation: It ſeems, by the event, that our anceſtors 
were in one reſpect, not in ſo melancholy a ſitu- 


ation as we their poſterity are. In thoſe times, 
the crown and the miniſters of the crown, without 
the intervention of parliament, demoliſhed char- 
ters, and levied taxes on the colonies at pleaſure. 
Governor Androſs, in the time of James the ſe- 
cond, declared, that wherever an Engliſhman ſets 


his foot, all he hath is the king's; And Dudley 


declared at the council board, and even on the 


cred ſeat of —_—_ that the ; privilege of Eng- 
liſhmen, 
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iſhmen, not to be taxed without their conſent, 
and the laws of England, would not follow them 
to the ends of the earth. It was alſo, in thoſe 
days, declared in council, that the king's ſubjects 
in New-England did not differ much from ſlaves , 
and that the only difference was, * that they were 
not bought and fold : But there was, even in thoſe . 
times, an excellent Attorney-General, Sir William 
Jones, who was of another mind; and told king 
James, that he could no more grant a commiſſion 
to levy money on his ſubjects in Jamaica, though 
a conquered iſland, without their conſent 'by an 
aſſembly, than they could diſcharge themſelves 
from their allegiance to the Engliſh crown. But 
the misfortune of the coloniſts at preſent is, that 
they are taxed by parliament without their con- 
ſent: This, while the parliament continues re- 
ſolved to tax us, will ever render our caſe, in one 
reſpect, more deplorable and remedileſs, under 
the beſt of kings, than that of our anceſtors was, 
under the worſt. They found relief by the in- 
terpoſition of parliament : But by the interven- 
tion of that very power, we are taxed, and can 
appeal for relief from their final deciſion to no 
power on earth; for there is no power on earth 
above them. J 
The original contract between the King and 
the firſt planters here, was a royal promiſe in be- 
half of the nation, and which till very lately it 
was never queſtioned but the King had a power 
to make; namely, that if the adventurers would, 
at their own coſt and charge, and at the hazard 
of their lives and every thing dear to them, pur- 
chaſe a new world, ſubdue a wilderneſs, and 
thereby enlarge the king's dominions, they and 
their poſterity ſhould enjoy ſuch rights and pri- 
vileges as in their reſpective charters are expreſſed; 
which are in general all the rights, liberties and 
D privileges 


"TS 
| privileges of his Majeſty's natural born ſubjects 
within the realm. The principal privilege im- | 
plied, and in ſome of their charters expreſſed, is 5 
a freedom from all taxes but ſuch as they ſhall 
conſent to in perſon or by repreſentatives of 2. 
their own free choice and election. The late ar 
king James broke the original contract of the ſet- 5. 
tlement and government of theſe colonies: But it I ,, 
proved Happy for our anceſtors in the end that P 
be had alſo broken the original compact with his 
three kingdoms. This left them ſome gleam of +; 
hope: This very thing, finally, was the cauſe of I pe 
deliverance to the nation and the colonies, nearl; fu 
at the ſame time: It was the parliament, the ſu- 
preme legiſlative and conſtitutional check on the Ml of 
ſupreme executive, that in time opperated effects I tui. 
worthy of itſelf: The nation and her colonies have 
ſince been happy, and our princes patriot kings. ¶ be 


The law and reaſon teaches that the King can do ef 
r o * FFT 

no wrong; and that neither king nor parliament pa 
are otherwiſe inclined than to juſtice, equity and I na 


truth: But the law does not preſume that the 
King may not be deceived, nor that parliament 
may not be miſinformed: If therefore any thing 
is wrong, it muſt be imputed to fach cauſes: 
Jow far ſuch cauſes have taken place and © 
rated againſt the colonies, is humbly ſubmitted 
to the reviſion and reconſideration of all. | 
By the common law, the coloniſts are adjudged 
to be natural- born ſubjects! So they are declared 
by royal charter; and they are fo, by: the fpirit 
| ud e law, of nature and nations: No juriſt, who 
1as the leaſt regard to his reputation in the re- 
ublick of letters, will deny that they are en- 
titled to all the effential rights, liberties privite- Nie 
ges and immunities; of his Majeſty's natural ſub- f 
jects, born within the realm. Fhe children of gi 
his Majeſty's natural born ſubjects, born paſſing ha 
"on 
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by ſundry acts of 


* - * — 


a 
Pen declared natural-born ſubjects: And even 
foreigners, reſiding a certain time in the colonies, 


is 0 that the act of 13 Geo. II. chap. +. 
preſuppoſes that the coloniſts are natural born ſub- 


natural born ſubjects of this realm do enjoy:“ 
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pics, of the manufactures of Britain, occaſioned 

y this policy, ſhe reaps an advantage of at leaſt 
twenty per cent. in the price of them, beyond 
what the colonies might purchaſe them for at 
foreign markets: The loſs therefore to the co- 
loniſts is equal to the gain which is made in 
Britain. This in reality is a tax, though not a 
direct one: And admitting, that they take annually 
from Great-Britain manufactures to the value of 
two millions ſterling, as is generally ſuppoſed, 
they then pay an annual tax of four hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, beſides the taxes which are directly 


paid on thoſe manufactures in England. The 


ſame reaſoning will hold good with reſpect to 
the many enumerated articles of their produce, 
which the colonies are reſtrained by act of par- 
liament from ſending to any foreign port: By this 
reſtraint, the market is glutted, and conſequently 
the produce ſold, is cheaper; which is an advan- 
tage to Great-Britain, and an equal loſs to or tax 
upon the coloniſts. Is it reaſonable, then, that 
the colonies ſhould be taxed on the Britiſh com- 
modities here ? eſpecially when it is conſidered, 
that the moſt of them ſettled a wilderneſs, and till 
very lately defended their ſettlements without a 
farthing's expence to the nation. , They bore their 
full proportion of the charges of ſecuring and 
maintaining his Majeſty's rights in America, in 
every war from their firſt ſettlement, without any 
_ conſideration ; for the grants of parliament in the 
laſt war were compenſations for an overplus of 
expence on their part: Many of them, and this 
province in particular, have always maintained 
their own frontiers at their own expence ; and 
have alſo frequently defended his Majeſty's garri- 
ſon at Annapolis, when it muſt otherwiſe have been 
unavaidably loſt. The nation, in the late war, 


acquired lands equal in value to all the expenceſſ 
ſhe has been at in America, from its * 
$ while 
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while the trade of the colonies has been only © ſe. 
cured and reſtricted :”” It has not been enlarged, 
though new avenues of beneficial commerce have 
been opened to the mother country. The colonies 


have no ſhare in the lands which they helped to 
conquer, while millions of acres of thoſe very 
lands have been granted, and till are granting 
to people, who, in all probability, will never ſee, 


if they ſettle, them, 


The appropriation of the monies to ariſe bay 
theſe duties is an objection of great weight. It 


is, in the firſt place, to be applied for the pay- 


ment of the neceſſary charges, of the adminiſtra- 


tion of juſtice, and the ſupport of civil govern- 
ment in ſuch colonies where it ſhall be judged ne- 
ceſſary. This houſe apprehend, it would be 


grievous and of dangerous tendency, if the crown. 
ſhould not only appoint Governors over the ſe- 
veral colonies, but allow them ſuch ſtipends as 


it ſhall judge proper, at the expence of the peo- 


ple, and without their conſent. Such a power un- 


der a corrupt adminiſtration, it is to be feared, 
would introduce an abſolute government in Ame- 
rica: At beſt it would leave the people ina ſtate 
of utter uncertainty of their ſecurity, which is 


far from being a ſtate of civil liberty. The judges, 


in the ſeveral colonies do not hold their commiſ- 


ſions during good behaviour: If then they are to 
have ſalaries independent of the people, how cal 7 


will it be for a corrupt Governor to have a ſet. of 


judges to his mind, to deprive a bench of 
juſtice of its glory, and the people of their ſecu- 
rity. If the judges of England have independent 
livings, it muſt be remembered, that the te- 
nure of their commiſſion is during good beha- 
viour, which is a ſafeguard to the people: And 
beſides, they are near the throne, the fountain of 


right and juſtice: whereas American judges, as 
e D 3 Well 


Cy 


well as governors, are at a diſtance roms it: More- 


over, it is worth particular notice, n all 
diſputes between power and liberty in yy og 


there is danger that the greateſt credit will always | 


be given to the officers of the crown, who are the 


men in power. This we have ſometimes found 


by experience; and it is much to be feared, that 
the nation will fall into ſome dangerous miſtake, 
if ſhe has not already, by too great attention to 
the repreſentations of particular perſons, and a 
diſregard to others. 

But the reſidue of theſe. monies is to be applied 


by parliament, from time to time, for defending, 


protecting and ſecuring the colonies. If the go- 
vernment at home is apprehenſive that, the cole- 
niſts will be backward in defending themſelves and 
ſecuring his Majeſty's territories in America, it 
muſt have been egregiouſſy miſinformed. We 
need look back no farther than the laſt War for 
evidence of a contrary diſpoſition: They always 
diſcovered the moſt chearfuf compliance with his 
Majeſty's requiſitions of men and money for this 
pufpoſe. They were then treated as free Britiſh 
ſubjects, and never failed to grant aid to his Ma- 
jeſty of their own free accord, to the extent of 
thiir ability and even beyond it; of which, the 
parliament were then, fo ſenſible, that they made 
them grants, from year to year, by way of com- 
penſation for extra ſervices. It is not at all to be 
doubted but if they are ſtill conſidered upon the foot- 
3 of ſubjects, they will always diſcover the ſame 
oſition to exert themſelves for his Majeſty's 
ben and their own defence; which renders a a 
ſtanding army in the colonies a needleſs EXPENCE. 
Or, if it be admitted that there may be ſome ne- 


| ceſſity for them in tlie conquered province of Ca- 


nada, where the exerciſe of the Romiſh religion, 
fo 2 to civil ſociety, is allowed, ſurely 
there 


EE: 1 — 
there can be no need of them in the bowels of the 
old colonies, . and even in cities where there is not 
the leaſt danger of a foreign enemy, and where 
the inhabitants are as ſtrongly attached to his Ma- 
jeſty's perſon, family and government, as in Great 
Britain itſelf. There is an Engliſh affection in the 
coloniſts towards the mother country, which will 
for ever keep them connected with her, to every 
valuable purpoſe, unleſs it ſhall be eraſed by re. 
peated unkind uſage on her part: As Engliſhmen; 
as well as Britiſh ſubjects, they have an averſion to 
an unneceſſary ſtanding army, which they look - 
upon as dangerous to their civil liberties ;* and 
conſidering; the examples of ancient times, it ſeems - 
a little ſurprizing, that a mother ſtate ſhould'truft 
large bodies of mercenary troops in her colotifes: 
at ſo great a diſtance from her, leſt, in probe 
of time, when the ſpirits of the people ſhall be de: 
preſſed by the military power, another Cala 
ſhould ariſe and uſurp the authority of his'maſter! 
The act enabling his Majeſty to appoint” co] 
miſſioners of the cuſtoms to reſide in America, hag 
lſo been read in the houſe, It declares an inten- 
ion to facilitate the trade of America, of which 
e cannot have any great hopes from the tenor 
f the commiſſion. In general, innovations are! 
dangerous: The unneceſlary.' increaſe” of ' ctown 
officers is moſt certainly ſo. Theſe> gentlemen ate? 
authorized to-appoint::as'many/ asithey ſhall-think? 
proper, without limitation: This will probably be! 
attended with undeſirable: effects: — 
oners, by the arts they may uſe, may ãn time be: 


— 


Jome as dangerous to the liherties of the peoplear? 
Pn army of ſoldiers; for there is a way of ſubAu 
Ing a people by: art as well as by farms: Welte“ 
appy and ſaf under his rpreſei Majeſty Sc IIIA“ 
nd -gracious):adminiſtration}, but tlie time m 
ome, when: the united i body of pebrſioners aha 
„ D 4 ſoldiers 
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ſoldiers may ruin the liberties of America. The 
trade of the colonies, we apprehend, may be as 


| eaſily carried on, and the acts of trade as duly 


enforced without this. commiſſion; and if fo, it 
muſt be a very needleſs. expence, at a time when 


the nation and her colonies are groaning under 


_ debts contracted in the late war, and how far 


: diſtant another may be, God only knows. 


There is another act which this houſe appre- 
hend muſt be alarming to all the colonies; which 
is the act for ſuſpending the legiſlative power of 
the Aſſembly of New-York on a certain condition. 
A legiſlative body without the free exerciſe of the 
powers of legiſlation is to us incomprehenſible : 
There can be no material difference between ſuch 

a legiſlative and none at all. It cannot be ſaid 
that the-aſſembly of New-York hath the free exer- 
Ciſe of legiſlative power, while their very exiſtence 
is ſuſpended upon their acting in conformity to the 
will of another body. Such a reſtriction through- 
out the colonies would be a ſhort and eaſy method 
of annihilating the legiſlative powers in America, 
and by conſequence, of depriving the people of a 
fundamental right of the conſtitution, namely, 
that every man ſhall be preſent in the body which 
keates for hiůn .. 

It may not be amiſs to conſider the tendency of 
a ſuſpenſion of colony legiſlation for non- compliance 
with acts of parliament requiring a provincial aſ- 

ſembly to give and grant away their own and 
their conſtituent's money for the ſupport of a 
ſtanding army. We cannot but think it hard 
enough to have our property granted away with- 
out our conſent : without being ordered to deal 
it ourſelves, as in the caſe of the mutiny act. It 
muſt be. ſufficiently humiliating to part with our 
property in either of thoſe ways, much more in 

th; whereby, as loyal ſubjects as any * 

5 | his 


* 


1 Wy. © 
his Majeſty's government, and as true lovers of 


their country as any people whatever, are de- 


prived of the honour and merit of voluntarily con- 
tributing to the ſervice of both. What 1s the 


plain language of ſuch a ſuſpenſion ? We can diſ- 
cover no more nor leſs in it than this; If the Ame 
rican aſſemblies refuſe to grant as much of their 


s 


own and their conſtituents money, as ſhall from 
time to time be enjoined and preſcribed by the 


parliament, beſides what the parliament directly 


taxes them, they ſhall no longer have any legiſla- 
tive authority; but if they comply with what is 
preſcribed, they may ſtill be allowed to legiſlate 


under their charter reſtrictions. Does not political 
death and ' annihilation ſtare us in the face as 


in caſe of compliance as of non-compliance. © 
But let us ſuppoſe, for a moment, a ſeries of 
events taking place, the moſt favourable in the 


ſtrongly on one ſuppoſition as the other? Equally 
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opinion of thoſe who are ſo fond of theſe new_ 


Britain to make an unlimited grant of his and his 


conſtituents property: That they have a clear 


right to inveſt the crown with all the lands in the 


colonies, as effectually as if they had been forfeit- 


ed; Would it be poſſible for them to conciliate 


* 


ry repre- 
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their conſtituents to ſuch meaſures? Would not 
the attempt ſuddenly cut aſunder all confidence 


and communication between the repreſentative 


body and the people? What then would be the 
coats ene Could any thing be reaſonably 
expected but diſcontent, deſpair, and rage againſt 
their repreſentatives, on the fide of the people, and 
on the part of government, the rigorous exertion 


of civil and military power? The confuſion and 


miſery 


F; 
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regulations: That all difficulties' and ſeruples of 
conſcience were removed, and that gyery repre- 
ſentative in America ſhould acknowledge a juſt 
and equitable” right in the Commons of Great- 
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pointees what ſums they pleaſe: The eſtabliſh. | 
ment of a proteſtant epiſcopate in America is alſo | 
very, .zealouſly. contended for: And it is very 
alarming to a people, whoſe fathers, from the hard- 
ſhips they ſuffered under ſuch an eſtabliſhment, 
were oblige& to fly their. native country into a 
wilderneſs, in order peaceably to enjoy their pri- 
vileges, civil and religious: Their being threat- 
ened with the loſs of, both at once, muſt throw ; 
them into a very diſagreeable ſituation. We hope 
in God ſuch an eſtabliſhment will never take place 
in America, and we deſire; you will ſtrenouſly op- 
poſe it. The revenue raiſed in America, for 
aught we can tell, may be as conſtitutionally ap-. 
| plied towards the ſupport of prelacy as of ſoldjers 
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1 and penſioners: If the property of the ſubject is 
4 taken from him. without his conſent, it is imma- 
1 terial, whether it be done by one man or five 
hundred; or whether it be applied for the ſupport 

| of eecleſiaſtic or military power, or. both. It may 
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be well worth the conſideration of the beſt poli- 
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tigiap in, 0 Brita 72 on America. Aber the, na- 
tural. tendency, is of a ene purſuit of 8 
meaſures, We, 415 net inſenſihle that ome. emi- 
| 1 © eq, on, both ſides the water, 115 is friend 
ly to. 595 1 5 0 harters, — aſſem e n. ou | 
be wiſh ſeems to be 5 85 faſhionable, 
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pect, that ever the ſpprewe. executiye, of the nation 
25 ang exiſt, after the ſupreme, legiſlative, ſhall. 
b. 60e and deftroyed, Which may Cod for- 
the ſupreme. e canng * long 

in e without the ſupport of, « 8 ſupreme 
legiſlative, it. ſhould d ſeem. very reaſonable, in or- 
der to ſupport the Jams. dunner executive, at the 
diſtance of a thouſand, trapſmarine leagues. from 
the, metropolis there 7 be in ſo remote do- 
minions, a 1 ree Nec: Native within. their, charter - 
limitations, as well as an entirely free repreſentative... 
of the ſupreme executive of his Majeſty, in the 
f perſons of governors, judges, juſtices, and other 
executive officers ; otherwiſe ſtrange effects are to 
be apprehended. For the laws of God and nature 
are invariable : A politician may apply or miſ- 
apply theſe to a multiplicity of purpoſes, good or 
bad; but theſe laws were never made for politi- 
cians to alter. Should the time ever come, when 
the legiſlative aſſemblies of Neg America ſnall 
be diſſolved and annihilated, no more to exiſt 


again, 
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Again, a firange political phenomenon will pro- 


bably appear. All laws both of police and reve- 


nue muſt then be made by a legiſlative at ſuch a 


diſtance, that without immediate inſpiration, the 
local and other circumſtances of the governed 
cannot poſſibly be known to thoſe who give and 
grant to the crown, what part of the property of 
their fellow- ſubjects they pleaſe. There will then 


be no aſſemblies to ſupport the execution of ſuch 
laws: And indeed, while exiſting, by what rule 
of law or reaſon are the members of the colony- 
aſſemblies executive officers? They have, as re- 


preſentatives, no commiſſion, but from their con- 


( Mituents: And it muſt be difficult to ſhew, why 


they are more obliged to execute acts of parlia- 
ment than ſuch 53 their conſtituents as hold no 
commiſſions from the crown. The moſt that can 
be expected from either, is ſubmiſſion to acts of 

rliament; or to aid the officers as individuals, 
or part of the poſſe comitatus if required. It 
would ſeem ſtrange to call on the repreſentative, 
in any other way, to execute laws againſt their 
conſtituents and themſelves, which both have been 
ſo far from conſenting to, that neither were con- 
ſulted in framing them. Yet it was objected by 
ſome to the American aſſemblies, that they ne- 
glected to execute the ſtamp-act: and that their 
reſolves tended to raiſe commotions; which cer- 
tainly was not the caſe here: For all the diforders 


in Boſton, in which any damage was done to pro- 


perty, happened long before the reſolves of the 
houſe of repreſentatives here were paſſed. | 

We have reaſon to believe, that the nation has 
been groſsly miſinformed with reſpect to the tem- 
per and behaviour of the coloniſts: and it is to 
be feared that ſome men will not ceaſe to fow 
the ſeeds of jealouſy and diſcord, till they e 

3 | ave 


1 66120 5 
have done irreparable miſchief. You will do 
a ſingular ſervice to both countries, if poſſible, 

in detecting them. In the mean time, we deſire 
you would make known to his Majeſty's miniſters 
the ſentiments of this houſe contained in this let- 18 
ter, and implore a favourable conſideration of 
America. 8 8 8 i z 


7 - 


| Signed by the Speaker. 
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A 
Dy. . by , "Ie 9 
2 © leaſe to anſert the following. FF 


AY, it; pleaſe, your h, We have for 4 


loyal Pong No 5 
tance; 


glaring in of obſtinate perſeveranee in the 


4 1 


path of malice, than is now exhibited in your 


. Could. you have reaped any advantage 
from injuring this people, there would have been 
ſome excuſè for the mani fold | 
you have loaded them. But When a diabohical 
thirſt for miſchief is the alone motive of your Cn. 


duct, you muſt not Wonder if you-are treated With 


open diſlike; for it is impoſſible, how much ſbever 
we endeavour it, to feel any eſteem for a yo 
you—Bad as the world may be, there is yet 


every breaſt ſomething which points out the oo bod 
the 


man as an object worthy of repect, and markwl 
guileful treacherous! mantrhater for diſguſt and ins 
famy —=——; [ daidw Vactivo int on Wien 
Nothing has ever, been more antolerable than 
your inſolence upon à late ocaſion, hen vu 
had by your jeſuitical inſmuations, induced a 
worthy miniftet of ſtate, to form a moſt unfavoux- 
able opinion of the province in general, and iforhe? 
of the moſt reſpectable inhabitants in particular; 
You had the effrontery to produce a letter from 
his Lordſhip, as a proof of your ſucceſs in calum- 
niating us. Surely. yow muſt ſuppoſe we have 16ſt 


all feeling, or you Would not dare thus:tauntingly- 
to diſplay the trophies of your ſlanders, and up- 
braidingly, to make us ſenſible of the inexpreſ- 
ſible mis fortunes n 208 have brought upon 


us, 


a. 


l long time known your enmity to this pro- 
vince. We have full proof of your eruelty to a 
„ perhaps furniſhed a more 


abuſes with which 


12 » = ++ 3 


. bel leſt @ full repreſentation” ef 
the hardſhips ſuffered” by this tos long inſulted 
people ſhould lead them to an unwarrantable re- 
venge. We never can treat good and patriotic 
rulers with too great reverenee But R is cer- 
tain that men totally abandoned to wiekednels, 
ean never metit our e be their ada Wer 
10 high. 
5101 of | « If fac mow are by O apprinted, 
5 my The Devil e ts Lord's ee 
| "A TRUE Parmion 
re tao Lines eee 4 Satires. 90 | 


EPO BOS T ON, ö „e | 
Tu laſt his Excellency. the Governor was 
Trey 2d to ſend. the following Meſſage to the 
eee eee eee, robs 
Centlemem of the: Chuncil.  _ + 
Have been uſed: to treat the "ko 
in the Boſton Gazette with the contempt they 
_ deſerve, but when they are carried to a length, 
which, if unnoticed, muſt endanger the very being 
of rnment, I cannot conſiſtently with the re- 
gar to this province which I profeſs and really 
ve, excuſe myſelf from taking notice of a pub- 
| lication in the: Boſton © Gazette of ' yeſterday, be- 
— ning at the top of the ſecond column of the 
: page of the ſupplement. I therefore eon- 
ſulted you in council thereupon, and have re- 
ceived your unanimous advice, that I ſhould: lay 
de ſaid libellous Paper before the Houſe of . 
ſentatives. 
+ purſuance of which advice, 88 0 
the Secretary to communicate to you the ſaid li- 
- beljous paper, that you may take the ſame, to- 
gether with all the circumſtances attending it, 
7 n ſcrious- — and do en ” 
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| . By 
tis majeſty elty of the Ki thi di ey U his 
vernment, the Honour of thi 8 2 count, = 


the true intereſt of this ts oi require... 


FRA. BE NARD: . 


| Council-Chamber; March i 15 1768. 


I anfiber t6 <ibich, thers being the full nner er of the 
council pr ſent exrtÞ! oy pores of utlemen = 
y "antes the te f ne c to 0 Excel- 


bag. 


iE bits have taken into PARTY confider. 
ation your Excellency's meſſage of the fi 
inſtant, with the Boſton Gazette communicate 
there with ⸗ 
The article in faid C, refetred to by yout 
Excellency, gave the board a real concerh, not 
only as it is miſchie vous is its tendency, but as it 
is a falſe, ſcandalous, and impudent libel upon 
ur Excellency. 
© Although the author of it ray endeavour to 
ſcreen himſelf by tlie re of a name, yet as it 
refers particularly to a tranfaction ſo lately had in 
the general court, there is the higheſt preſumption, 
the intention of it could be no otherwiſe than to 
place your Excellency in the moſt odious light, 
Such an inſolent and licentiovs attack on 


chief magiſtrate (the King's repreſentative in he 


province) involves in it an attack on government 
itſelf as it is ſubverſive of all order and deco- 
rum; and manifeſtl tends to deſtroy the ſubor- 
dination, that is abfolutely neceſſary to go- 
vernment, and the well-being of ſociety: t would 
have been flagitious at any tine, but being per- 
petrdted while the general court is ſitting, and 4 
tranſaction in the court the alledged occa bn of i it, 
it becomes from theſe and other citc urnftances, in m 


' the higheſt degree * and may Juſtly be 


deemed} 


0 68 0% . 
deemed, not only an- inſult, on the general court ; 


not only an inſult on the King's authority, and the 
dignity of his government; but, as it concludes 


with the moſt unwarrantable profaneneſs, an inſult 


upon the King of Kings. 

The board therefore cannot but Took upon the 
ſaid libel with the utmoſt abhorrence and deteſta- 
tion; and they are firm] PETRO, the proyince 
in general view it in the ſame light: The threats 
therefore implied in the ſaid lde cannot be the 
threats of the province, but of the libeller. 

The board take this opportunity with one voice 
to aſſure your Excellency, that to the utmoſt of 
their power, they will always defend and ſupport 
the honour and dignity of the King's governor: 
and will be ever ready to do, in this affair, as in 
every other, whateyer the majeſty, of the King, 


the honour of the general court, and the true Ne 


tereſt of this Province, ſhall require. 


His | Brcellency was pleaſed to return [the 2 


anſwer. 


« 
ds > 


GIT LE u, 


1 THANK you moſt heartily for this addreſs, 
in which you expreſs ſo full and unanimous a ſenſe 


of your duty to the King, and your reſolution to 
ſupport his government in this province. For 


| myſelf, I am ſo fortified in a conſciouſneſs of my 
con integrity, which has hitherto defied the ut- 
| moſt malice to impeach it publickly, that I am 
not to. be moved by the impotent attacks of an 


hoy anonymous libeller. I ſhould not have taken no- 
tice of the libel in queſtion, if I had not appre- 


hended it pregnant with danger to the govern- 


e you are of the ſame opinion, I have 
only to aſſure you, that I will, at all times moſt 
ai Join with . in all proper meaſures to 

Hy” 6 maintain 


JFF 


(569 )). 
an the authority of the King, and to pro- 


mote the welfare of the people, within the 78 


vince, committed by his en, to my charge. 
FRA. BERNARD. | 


. oe 3, 1768. . 
"Es "Pecan ent the like meſſage to be houſe of re- 
| preſentatives, as the preceding 40 the council, mutatis 
mutandis; 10 which we houſe made the ak 


-, anſwer. 


In the houſe of nere Arch g Us 1 17 68. 
ORDERED, that Mr: Hancock, Mr. Otis, Colo. 
nel Ward, Mr. Spooner, and Capt. Bradford, be a 
committee to wait on his Excellency t the Governor, 
with the followit ng anſwer to his POR of the iſ 
inſtant.” ies | 0 | 
1 "May it pleaſe your Becel Tis 220 
Im duty and great reſpect to his Majeſty' repre 
ſentative and governor of the proyince; this houſe 
have given all due attention to your meſſage of 
the firſt inſtant.” Vou are pleaſed to recommend 
to their ſerious conſideration, a publication in the 
Boon Gazette of Motiday laſt as * being carried 


to Se which if unnoticed} muſt endanger 


che very being of government.“ In this view, 
your Excellency, in the notice you have taken of 
it, without doubt, acted. © conſiſtently. with the 
regard to this province, which you profeſs,” “ 
We are very ſorry that any publication in the 
news-paper, or -any-other cauſe, ſhould give your 
Excellency an apprehenſion of danger to the being 
or dignity of his Majeſty's government here. But 
this houſe, after examination into the nature and 
importance of the paper referred to, cannot ſee 
reaſon to admit of fi ch concluſion as your Excel- 


leney has formed. No particular perſon public 
or private is named in it: And as it doth not 
e to the ert that any thivg, ee in it. 

3 S 


*4 wy 
affect © the majeſty of the King, che 

| bf th government, the - honour of the dg 

ker. or 2 true intereſt of the Province, 
think they may be fully juſtified in their deter- 
mination to take no further notice way” *-- 

The liberty of the preſs is à great bulwark of 
the! liberty of the people: It is therefore the in- 
cumbent duty of thoſe who are conſtityted the 
guardians of the people's right, to defend and 
maintain it. This houſe, however, as one branch 
of the legiſlature, ip which capacity alone they 
have any authority, are ready to diſcountenance 


an abuſe of this privile e, 3 there ſhall be 


occaſion for it: Should the proper bounds of 
be at any time tranſgreſſed, to the prejudice 1 5 
individuals, or the public, it is their opinion at 

reſent,” that piorilin is already made for the 
puniſhment of offenders in the common courſe of 
the law. This proviſion, the houſe apprehend, in 
the preſent ſtatè of tranquility in the gen des 1g 
ſufficient, without the interpoſition of the A 
aſſembly; Which, however it is hoped, will at 
all times be both ready and willing to ſupport. the 
executive power in the due adminiſtration. of 
juſtice, whenever. any dere ati ae 1 al 
Nec needful. 7 Bs ef 4m 


The wür in the houſe upon. ths 


* 
„ <&'F A 


to 30. N 


B08 ON, (Frida 2 March 5 N 
Thie day his Excellency the Governor 1 the 

great and general court unto Wedneſday the 13th 
of Apa nens. alter making e e 


e e 


+ The divifon upon. this 8 was 56 to 18 hy was ater gi ? 
in charge to the Grand Jury to preſent; the piece as 4 libel. ed e 
4 the Bill. And ä matter ſtood when the laſt der came 3 
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_ Condens ol the lens ann. 
THE. moderation and good 3 which ap- 


8 peared. to, regulate your 8 at the opening 
this (eflion, . ſo flattered me that I promiſed myſelf 


that. the like diſpoſition would haye continued to 
the end of it. But I am ſorry to, find. that the lo-. 
vers of contention, have ſhewed themſelves not 


ſo intent upon Aer eint it, as upon waiting 


for a ee revive it. The ex faor- 
dinaxy and indece vatians which have been 
made. upon. the —— of . State's; letter, wrote, 
as:L may ſay in the preſence of the king himſelf, 
3 Wy. this Ba ye. "The cauſes =o 


1 $9: ph — toro my 
. reaſons for. it. 
7 go think. Sate eee you de- 
ceive yourſelves and you are net fo well informed - 
of- what, paſſes at Weſtminſter as you ought ta. be, 
if you do got Knew That it is ag ganeral and: erben 
five, as the knowledge of the proceedings to Which 
it is. applied z: And, therefore, all your inſinuations 


e me, upon, falſe ſuppoſitions of my having 


reſented. ycuare vain and groundiefs, when 

— effect. ische acgounted, fon from plain nar- 
rative of facts which. muſt have; appeared tp the 
Secretary of State, os voug en journals... It is 
not therefore mes gentlemen; that ou call to ac 

count: it is, the nale wrifer; of the letter Himſelf, 
the King's miner of Rate; who: has taken he 
Wa 10 find r the oö of a party tin 
our allerably. 2! 1 i 1% 0409 it 

8 am L lets innocent of . Wes vg . 

3 . 


* 
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Lein ꝙꝓrévent, cand. WIE LMH, 7 


} 


KEE 


nie ito NG 'P Wit in dach -p Mohan . 


it might not, and would not, if J you had been 


pleaſed, have . out of te eneral court. ft 


Prudent men; moderate men would flave conſider- 


ed it us an desi Pater than a cenſure; und- 
have made uſe of as a means of Fetonciliation, 
rather than of flirther diſtraction: But there are 
men to wWhoſe being G mean the being of their im- 
portance) everlaſting"eontention is neceſſary.” And 
by: theſe has this Jetter been dragged, into e 
and has been the ſubject of declamatory obſerva- 
8 which tt ethe with large extracts of the 
atter itſelk, have irfimediately after been barried 


pre of the publiſhers of an infamous new 


paper onotwithRaiiding! the letter Had'bech co 
muntcãted in a enfidence that no Ep of it ſhould: 
be petmited to be taken.” So Reels: h. ive avdiled 


then noble Lord's intentions of pointing out the 
means: of reſtoring peace and _Harinony to this- 


een and my dteſire to parſe "Fuchfahi3' 
dry:putþo te the' Mae oF my p Fel. 


ET. faid/this Wuch"to Fiddicare) r eltz, 


whiett every honeſt Nan has à fight told, I! 


addich chat 1 I habe Gee argue 7. aft to Gli 


caſiom a diſpute Belchen mie f Aa houſe 216 
has buch forced upon Hir by particitlay perſons fer 
any 
l 


their oN purpoſes B fever” Will Have diſpute: 

with:tthe-repreſehtatives?6f this e which? 
em with” 
duettegard;” and reader them reat Revice when it” 


15-113 power. Pinie and: Expefitnee will ſoofg! 
pllbibermaſks' off theſefalle patriors,” who'are fd 


crifiringtheir'country te tlie gritffication of their 
own patlons.'" la the meal he kl with more 
firmneſs than ves, if it is poſſible, purſue that 
ſteady! condyt; awhiely the ſervict of t King aid 
tw pee vate ur e forcibly.U& * 
oel * k by mand 


4 


mand of me. And I ſhall,' above all, endeayour 


| Fl, 


12) 


to defend this injured country from the imputati- 
ons which" are caſt upon it, and the evils which 
threaten it, arifing from the machinations . a 
few, very few, diſcontented men, and b 

means to be Charged © on the e of the 


1 


Celle of. the council, 
"hem; you thanks for your fiend; 9 


4 


nk patriotic. conduct 455 this whole ſeſſion, 


which has ſnewn you impreſſed with a full ſenſe 
of; your duty both to your king and to your coun- 
The unanimous example of men of your 


zpectable characters, cannot fail of having great 


weight to engage the people in general, to unite 
in proper means to put an end to the diſſention, 
which has ſo long harraſſed this province in its in- 
ternal policy, and diſgraced it in its reputation 
abroad. I Thall not fail to make a faithful repre- 
ſentation to his: n wy your merit I Unis 
OR) LOG. C 
ine March , es. 13 
40 111 * Ei i e ß 


244 e +4 144 240 


Vie; une ae ee Ne Vt beb:: v3" +; n N 5 
1 bann O 8.01 = 0 N. N Sb 
e, Epzs and Git, 15 an e e 

Pleaſe to außer the Fella. 8 | 
i performance, bas by a nde kind or 


dane been by ſome ple to his Excel- 
lency Gov. Bernard. It is not for me to account 
for the conſtruction put upon it. Every man has 


a right to make his own femarks, and if he ſatis- 


fies himſelf he will not diſpleaſe me. I wilt how- 
ever inform tlie public, that J have the moſt ſa- 
cred regard to we characters of all good men, and 


would 


* 3 2 
would. ſooner eut my hand from, my body, than 
Rrike at the reputation of an honeſt, member of 
the community: But there are circumſtances, in 
which not juſtice alone, but humanity itſelf, 
obliges us to hold up the villain to vieu, and expoſe 
his guilt, to prevent his deſtroying the innocent. 
Whoever he is, whoſe conſcience tells him he is 
not the monſter I have portraited, may reſt aſſu- 


red, I did not aim at him; but the perſon who 


knows the black picture exhibited, to be his own, 
is welcome to take it to himſelf. The imputation 
of diſaffection to the king and che 13 


brought againſt me by his Majeſty's. counci], I 


ſhall . only hy a quotation from the paper 
which they have % uh pleaſed to ceniure, Where 
ſay, We can never treat good ànd patriotic 
rulers with too great reverence.“ In which ſen- 
tence I hope the honourable board will: not „1 
have omitted to declare my ſentiments of the d 


uhich every good ſubject owes to — * Ma- 


Jeſty, and all worthy fubordinate magiſtrates. And 


1 latter myſelf, that the ſentiments of the board 
coincide with mine; if they do not, I muſt diſ- 


fent from them. Their 3 of profaneneſs, I 
humbly apprehend, was occaſioned by their forc- 
ing a ſenſe upon the twolaft lines, totally different 
from what i intended they ſhould convey. My 


deſign was to compare wicked men, and eſpecially 


wicked magiſtrates; to thaſe enemies to mankind, 
the devils, and to intimate that the devils themſelves 
might boaſt of divine authority to ſeduce; and ruin 
Ts” with, as, much reaſon. and , Juſtice, as 
wicked. rulers can pretend to derive from God, or 
from. bis word, a fight to WP reſs, harxaſs,and Ap 
ſlaye their fellow citizens. nt Lord 


of the univerſe delights: in viewin the bapp ineſs 
of all men: And Ser as civil ing eg is of 


divine . it was calculated ri the Ser 


* 


ble board will not condemn. a man for expreſling 
his contempt for the odious doctrines of divine 


„„ Lomas AN don Mb ̃? N es, The EN 
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ever it ceaſeso be of general advantage, it ceaſes 
to beof divine appointment ; and the magiſtrates, 
in ſuch a community, have no claim to that ho- 


nour which the divine legiſlature has aſſigned to 


magiſtrates of his election. I hope the honoura- 


hereditary right in princes, and of paſſive obedi- 
cence, which he thinks diſhonorary to Almi hty 
God, the common and impartial Father of the 
ſpecies, and ruinous both to kings and ſuhjects; 


| ayd which, if adhered to, would dethrone his 


preſent Majeſty, and deſtroy the Britiſh nation. 
The honourable. board is humbly requeſted to ex- 


amine whether the above is not the moſt natural 
and obvious ſenſe of the quoted lines: Certainly 


when I read them, I thought it the only ſenſe: 
and I ſhall think myſelf very unhappy in my read- 
ers, ſhould they generally put that conſtruction 
upon them which the honourable board have been 

I-fhal, at all times, write my ſentiments with 
freedom, and with decency too,; the rules of 
which I am not altogether unacquainted with. While 


the preſs is open, I ſhall publiſh whatever I think 
conducive to the Fe nee e is 
a 


ſuppreſſed, 1 ſhall look upon my country as loſt, 


and with a ſteady fortitude expect to feel the 


general ſnock! 
S A TRUE PATRIOT, 


—_— — ** —— —„H — 


2 
c 


| In the houſe of Repreſentatives, Feb. 13, 1768. 


 - WHEREAS this houſe hath directed that a 


letter be ſent to the ſeveral houſes of Repreſenta- 
tives and Burgeſſes of the Britiſh colonjes on the 


con- 


* of RD + 
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eoilithedt.* fetting forth the ſentiments of the tiouſe, 
with regard to the great diffculties that muſt ac! 


crue by the operation of divers acts of parliament, 


for levying duties and 2 on the colonies for the 
ſole and expreſs er of raiſing a revenue, and 
e 


their proceeding s thereon, in an humble, loyal, 
and dutiful Ne to the Kigg, and ſuch” repre- 

ſentations to his Majeſty's miniſters as they appre- 
hended might have a tendency to their obtaining 
relief: Aud whereas it is the opinion of this houſe, 
that all effectual methods ſhould be taken to culti- 
vate a harmony between the ſeveral branches of 
this government, as being neceſſary to promote 
the Profperity or bis A 8 1 i "ne 


province; 
Reſolved; That Mr. s Col. rfeble, Sep 


Spooner, "Mr. Sayward, and Mr. Hall, be à com- 


mittee to wait on his Excelleney the Governor, and 
acquaint him that a copy of the letter afgrefaid 
will be laid before him as ſoon as it can be drafted, 


as well as of äll the proceedings of the houſe re- 
lative to ſaid affair, if he ſhall deſire it; and that 


the ſaid committee humbly requeſt that his Bxctl- 
lency would beipleaſed to reer the houſe with a 
copy of the Ngker from the Right Hon: the Earl 


of Shelburfe lately read to the houſe by order of 
his os ks and his own feveral letters to which 


it refers. E 
F e eee T. Cusn Speaker, 


: 


1 INDE 
* 


His Excellency's Anfwer. : 
Cent emen H the houſe 0 Repreſentatives, 
IN anſwer, to your meſſage of the 1 3th. inſtaht, 
I find it negeſſary to inform you, that ſoon after 


PAS, the Earl of Shelburn was read in your 
ered a copy of it to be given to the 


ſpeaker, 


houle, I 


add Eo ES in 


fe >» 


February 16, 


fa 1 

ſpeaker, to be uſed as he ſhould think fit, upon 
condition that no other copy ſhould be taken 
thereof: I am very willing that the copy in the 
ſpeaker! s hands ſhould be communicated to you 
in any manner which is conſiſtent with that re- 
ſtriction. 

I know of no letters of my own which I think 


can be of any uſe to you upon this occaſion. 


1 quite agree with you in opinion that all effectual 
methods ſhould be taken to cultivate an harmon 
between the ſeveral branches of the legiſſature 


of this government, as being neceſſary to promote 


the proſperity of the province ; and I ſhall chear- 
fully join with you in all proper meaſures for ſo 
ſalutary a purpoſe. 

Council Chamber, 


1 fc. - al; BERNARD. 
e „ FF 
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In the houſe of Repreſentatives, Feb. 18, 1968. 
ORDERED, that Mr. Hancock, M ajor Frye, Col. 
Richmond, Col. Noyes, + and Col, Stoddard, be a com- 
mittee to wait upon his Excellency the Governor 
and preſent to him the following anſwer to his 

RN. 2 of the 16th inſtant. 
"05 CUSHING, Speaker. 


May: it pleaſe your Excellency 


YOUR meſſage of the 16th inſtant bas "IS | 
read and duly conſidered in the houſe of: Repre- 
ſentatives. The manner, in which your Excel- 
lency was pleaſed to introduce into. this houſe 
the letter from the right honourable the Earl of 
Shelburne, by giving orders to the ſecretary to 
2909 it without. i a copy, appeared to be 

| auunpecedented 


9 


5 1 
unfrecedefited afd unparliarnentar 
made but a light impreſſion on the houſe, When 
the members recollected, as far as they could; 
the unfavourable ſentiments his lordſhip thought 
himſelf neceffitated to entertain of the two houſes 
of this aſſembly, and of ſome particular members 
in this houſe, whoſe characters in the opinion of 


the houſe ſtand unimpeachable. Under this ap- 
prehenſion they thought it neceſſary for their own 


vindication humBly to requeſt your excellency 
to favour them with a copy of his lordſhip's let- 
ter; and as it appeared to them that his lord- 
ſhip had formed his ſentiments of the two hou- 
ſes, and their members; from your own letters to 
which he referred, the houſe thbught they could 
not do themſelves and their members juſtice, un- 


leſs they could be. favoured with a ſight of them 


alſo, and accordingly requeſted it of your Ex- 
_ cellency.” | a 

You are pleaſed to ſay that you know of no let- 
ters of your © own that you think can be of any 
ule to R be houſe upon this occaſton”—The hotſe 
did not in their vote or meſſage ſay what occaſion 


they had to requeſt them. But when his lordſhip 


expreſsly ſays, that it appears from your ſeveral 
letters, that your negativing councellors in the 
late elections was done with due deliberation 


and judgment, it is natural for the hotiſe to con- 
clude, that your Excelleney had thought it con- 


venient, to give his lordſhip, the particular rea- 
ſons you had, for a meaſure ſo rare and extraordi- 
nary.—Theſe reaſons feem to have prevailed to 
juſtify your Excelleney ; for his lordſhip acquaints 
you, that his Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed to ap- 
prove of your having exerted the power lodg- 
ed in you by the eonſtitution of the province: 
But unfortunately for the two howfes his lordſhip 
paſs a different judgment upon their yy 
- e an 


; but this 


„ & bw knopgn 5 3 
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and takes occaſſon to applaud the wiſdor of thoſs 


ho framed the charter, in providing that a pow- 
er ſhould be placed in, the Governor as an occa- 
fional check upon any indiſcreet uſe of the right of 
clecting counſellors. It evidently appears from 
this | 4 | 


age, that his Majeſty's miniſter has con- 


ceived an opinion of the two houſes, as having, 


made an indifcreet uſe of a charter right. The 
houſe were willing to be convinced that this o- 

inion and other fentiments expreſſed in his lord- 
ſhip's letter, which imply an high cenſure upon 
the two houſes, and upon particular members of 
this houſe, were rather mferences drawn. from 
your letters, in which his lordſhip” might be li- 


able to miſtake; than the direct expreſſions of it: 


Had your Excellency been pleaſed, to have favour- 
ed them with the copies, they might have been 


of uſe upon this occaſion, and farisfaQtory to the 
houſe : But as you have thought proper to refuſe 
them they are left to cbnjecture with all "poſſible 


candour,. and appeal to the world. 


* 


His Lordſhip is induced to believe, chat the 


aſſembly have made an indiſereet uſe of their 


right of chuſing counſellors, to the excluſion of the 


principal officers of government from the board, 
| whoſe preſence there as counſellors ſo manifeſtly 
' tends to facilitate the conrſe cf public bufineſs, 


and who have therefore been before this period 
uſually elected; and, that they have thus exerted 


their right, with a far different intention from that, 


of promoting the re-eſtabliſhment of tranquility, 
and evincing the duty and attachment of the co- 
lony towards Great-Britain.—TFhe houſe would be 
glad to juſtify this conſtruction of his Lordſhip's 
letter, which is nearly in the words of it, by pub- 
tiſhing it in their journals, but that is inconſiſtent 
with your Excellency's reſtrictions.— This is /not 
the firſt time that his Majeſty's miniſters and * 
8 


. (e | 
his Majeſty himſelf, after having had before him 
your Excellency's letters, and the incloſures, has 
thought it neceſſary to form an opinion of his 
loyal ſubjects of this province, as having a degree 
& ill temper prevailing. among them: And your 
Excellency cannot be inſenſible, that the preſent 
houſe have heretofore, for the ſake of conciliating 
the minds of the people and reſtoring an unani- 
mity to this general court, requeſted A Ex- 
cellency to give them the opportunity of making 
it evident to their conſtituents, that your letters 
had no tendency to induce ſuch an opinion; And 
the houſe ſtill think that nothing would tend more 
to promote the ſalutary purpoſe of cultivating an 
harmony between the "Maker branches of this le- 
giſlature, in which your Excellency expreſſes a 
diſpoſition chearfully to join with the houſe, than 
an open and unreſerved explanation to each 
other: For this purpoſe, the houſe in their meſ- 
ſage aſſured you, that they were ready to lay be- 
fore you their humble petition to his Majeſty, 
and their repreſentations to his miniſters, with 
all their other proceedings upon the important 
matters that have been before them, at the ſame 
time that they made their reaſonable requeſt of 
your. Excellency's letters. „„ 
After having recited a great part of the ſen- 
timent of his lordſhip's letter, no one can be aſto- 
niſned at the concluſion he is pleaſed to make, 
that under ſuch circumſtances it cannot be ſur- 
priſing, that his Majeſty's governor exerts the 
right entruſted to him by the ſame conſtitution, 
to the purpoſe of excluding thoſe from the coun- 
cil, whoſe miſtaken zeal may have led them into 
improper exceſſes, and whoſe private reſentments 
(and his lordſhip adds, he ſhould be ſorry to aſ- 
cribe to them motives ſtill more blameable) may 
in your opinion further lead them to embarraſs. 


* 


1 81 L ED 
the. adminiſtra1 m and endanger the quict okahe 
prying -— Surely his lordſhip would never have 
paſſec ſuch à genſurg upon the two houſes of AG 

(cmbly, nor uren Farteular Sursee akogether 

ſtrangers to him, hut upon wheat, he th 
be che beſt 7 It is far. — his cha- 
racter and dignity to give credit, or even to heark- 
en to any account 00G udicial to the reputation 
of the province, and of particular perſons, but 
what he receives from gentlemen in the higheſt 
ſtations in it Four Excellency then muſt * a | 
the houſe to believe, until they ſhall be conviriced 
to the contrary, that your ſeyeral letters, to which 
his lordſhip. refers, ate ſo fully expreſſed as to 
have ben his lordſhip no rom e that he A 
In uch a caſe your Breelleney cannot think 
that the houſe/ can remain in ſilence : They recom- 
mend to their injured members a becoming. 
calmneſs and fortitude ; and take this occaſion to 
bear a teſtimony to their zeal for the honaur o 
their king and the rights of their conſtituents! 
But the character of the people whom this houſe 
repreſent, as well as their own honour is at ſtake, - 
and requires them to take every . prudent meaſure 
for their own vindication, The houſe are; truly 
ſorr | that this new occaſion of miſtruſt; and. 175 
louſy has happened, but they can never be [ 
wanting to themſelves, as to omit the opportiinity | 
of removing from, his Lordſhip's s mind the 'unfs- 
vourable e Which a appear by his letters, | 
and what is of much greater importance to ther, 
loa! WES - honey 


of 9 their tl in hi a 1 
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The e went 0 to the houſe of Repr. 
ſentatives with the following meſſage from his 
'* Excellency the Governor, which to prevent mi- 
ſtakes was reduced to writing, 11 a DoF 
" "theveof delivered” to te OT Ts. WET 


! Mr. Speaker, | 


„ 


| / 


I am ordered by his lin to 1 du 


tat as this houſe has thought fit to permit their 

meſſage of Feb. 18th, containing extracts from 
the Secretary of State's letter with obſervations 
upon it to be printed in a common news- paper, 
it is to no purpoſe to continue the reſtriction againſt 


granting copies of ſuch letter: He therefore 


conſents that it may be een een the. 4 85 
nal of the houſe. - n 


a of a ktter from the Right Hom the Earl 75 Shel- 
. burne, 10 bis Excellency Gov. Bernard, dated 
Whitehall 17 September 1767, which was read 
to the nk by order of his Excellency and 
_ occaſioned the er to, 1 e Inſerted. 


„ 
"EF HAVE the Ned to gent to you Fes 


Majeſty s approbation of your conduct, and to 


acquaint you that he is gracioufly pleaſed 99 da 
ove of your having exerted. the power | 
W + you by the- conſtitution of the province of 1 
Achuſetts bay, of negativing counſellors in the 
late election, which appears from your ſeveral 
letters to have been done with due deliberation 
and ju ment. 0 
hoſe who framed the preſent charter very 
wih — that this 1 8 ſhould be placed 
| in 


in 
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indiſereet uſe of the right of electing counſellors; | 


which was given by charter to the afſembly, which 
might at certain periods by an improper exerciſe; 


have a tendency to diſturb the deliberations of 


that part of the legiſlature, from whom the greateſt 


gravity and moderation is more peeuliarly ex- 
pected. As long therefore as the aſſembly ſhall 


exert their right * election to the excluſion of 


the principal officers of government, from council; 


whõſe preſence there, as counſellors, ſo manifeſtl 7 | 


tends: to facilitate the courſe of public buſine 


and who have therefore been before this pare 


uſually-ele&ed, whilſt, in particular, they exclude 


men of ſuch unexceptionable characters as both 


the preſent lieutenant governor and ſecretary un- 
doubtedly are, and that too, at a time when it is 


more peculiarly the duty of all parts of the 


conſtitution to promote the re: eſtabliſhment of 


tranquility, and not forego the leaſt occaſion". of 


evincing the duty and attachment of the colony 
towards: Great-Britain; it cannot, under pane 2 
cumſtances, be furprizing that his Ma 


vernor exerts the right —— to: him 2 4 {19 


fame; conſtitution, to the purpoſe- of e 
thoſe from the council whoſe: miſtaken zeal may 
have led them into improper exceſſes, and whoſe 
private reſentments (and I ſnhould be ſorry to aſ- 
cribe to them motives ſtill more blameable) — 
in your opinion further lead them to emba 


the adminiſtration and menos _ "I of ths FT 


en 58K. 


The iet which has ate ecaciralag the 
lieutenant, governor's being preſent without a voice, 


at the deliberations of the council, is no other- 


wiſe important, than as it tends: to ſhew a warmth. 
in the houſe of repreſentatives which I am 


mely ſorry for.— There is no pretence of- danger 


F a to 


* 4s 
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hcl apprehended from the preſence. of ler. 


tenant governor in council, ther in no n 


the : 


FAS 


Practice, and there is an apphrent 


_ by called to the adminiftration of the 


IE this oppoſition to the eee of 
ting in council, is to be confidered: -periobaly 
extraordinary,” that a | | 
ok his very reſpectable character, afid whoſe 
and ability have been exerted in the: t 
yet meet with ſo much 
| animoſity and ill-will in a provinee, which ſeems. 
- owe him particular obligations. But the 'que- 
is admiſſion ſeems to lie after 
all in the breaſt of the cpnneif only, as being 
the proper judges of their own privileges, meer 
baving 
will admit to be preſent at their deliberntiolia;”- 1 
A to what concerns the agency of the pro- 


muſt appear here v 


% 


ſtion con 


of America, ſnould 


the beſt right to determine hom 


vernor's-fit; 


and 


iety in admitting dim t . at nie 
of the council, 'who may be ſidden-: | 


17 


vince, it is doubtlefs a point that merits at- 
tention: But as matters of this nature fiom other 


Provinces haue been heretofore: 
deration of the lords. of trade; his Majeſty: 


amder the conſi- 


has 


been pleaſed to refer the whole matter to their 


lordſhips for tlieir report, 1 determing- 
tion ſhall b taken there | a 

ene inform you Sir, een 5 | 
: refohution t extend to you his 
conſtieuti- 


determined 
| countenance-/and Protection in: αvνο 
onal meaſure thati hall be — or the 


Le rt of his government in the Maſſachuſert's; 


bay 


15 yourſelf. of uch protection 
Only, — the hongur and elignity 
Jeſtyis governimentais peally either. ane or 


* 
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And it will be our care — 
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nnn, 1. % 
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to 


uin thoſe" caſes 
of his. Ma- 
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It is unne« toro "ot B nr natur mY 
F the "Engliſh © Gar oh "ſuch 9 5 fannt wo 5 
real ground of jenlauſy to; W po mbar A 

> | there is Ho large. A, foundation of ence, it 

cannqt be, but that accidental Jedloy ies muſt ſub- 

1 des And things again return "to their Proper and 
. ee . the extremes even of legal fight, 
: 115 er hides thongh , e norets are 
always. inconvenient, and men of real pr. ty, 
an en ſenſible that their Don Profperny is 


5 ii 
„connected with the tranquility. of the daes 8 
1 | be inactive, ſuffer their quiet to | { 
1 Fand the peace and ſafety of the i 
W | 5 — by) the indiſeretion or ee 5 8 b 
x ment o 592 10 IS net) ven | | 1 
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„ was written at 1 in 
England, in the year 1 78 0 
then printed there in the 8 . 
being g very curious, and having 
| © Connexion with this Publicatish, 
4 = it is thought 1 to. reprint! i. 
191, ages os 
The i ng it, 18 aid to haye 
been JrxEMT Gr DoE Eſq; 
Attorney General of the Province 
of Maſſathuſett's Bay Member of 
the General Court, Golonel of the 
firſt Regiment of Militia, Preſi. 
dent of the. Marine Society, and 
Grand Maſter of the F ree Maſons, 
Fe died at Boſton, Sept. 7 1767 


4 4 Diſſrtatin on "ob Canon and the 
g Feudal Law. 
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* Ignorance and ingonſideration, are the two 
MN great. cauſes of the ruin of mankind.” — 
his is an obſervation of Dr. 7; illotſon, with re- 
lation to the intereſt of his fellou- men, in a future 
and immortal ſtate ; But it is of equal truth and 
importance, if a plied to the happineſs of men in} 
| . on this ſide the grave. —In the earlieſt 
Ages of t the world, abſolute Monarchy, * 
ve 
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„ Aa Bo os as 4 
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| ve; 3 FARE} farm of 8 5 
Kings, and a few of their great Po a and 


captains, exerciſed a cruel tyranny over the 


pea- 
ple, who held a rank in the ſcale of intelligence, 


In thoſe days, but little higher than the camels 


and elephants, hat carried n and their e b 
to war. | 


By what conan; it was: brought to . chat the 


— in the middle ages, became more intelligent 
in apa would not perhaps be poſlible 3 in thee 


days to diſcover : But the fact is certain; and 


wherever a general knowledge and ſenſibility have 
prevailed among the people, arbitrary government 
and every kind of oppreſſion have leſſened and 


diſappeared in proportion. — Man has certainly an 


exalted ſoul! and the ſame principle in human 


nature; that aſpiring noble principle, founded in 
benevolence and cheriſhed by knowledge, I mean 


the love of power, which has been ſo often the 


cauſe of ſlavery, has, whenever freedom has ex- 


iſted, been the cauſe of freedom. If it is this : 
principle, that has always prompted the princes - 
and nobles of the earth, by every ſpecies of fraud 


and violence, to ſhake off all the limitations of 
their power; it is the ſame that has always fi 


mulated the common people to aſpire at indepen- 
dency, and to endeavour at confining, the power 


ol the ws within the lime of: equity we 
reaſon. tr a0t. ' 


The poo r . trac 1 - Hot Seh 
. leſs. fanceſafial than the great - They have 
ſeldom found either leifares or opportunity to form 


an union and exert their ſtrength— ignorant as 
they were of arts and letters, they have - ſeldom 
been able to frame and ſupport a regular oppo- 


ſition. This, however, has been known hy the 


great, to be the temper. of mankind, and ;they 
608] ** laboured, in all ages to dx reſt 
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"Hin nn — as they are euntemptuouſiy 
Called, the en of their rights and wrongs, 

add the power to aſſert the former or | 

_ the latter. I ſay Rrears, for ſuch they- have, 

undoubtedly, antecedent” to all earthly govern- 

ment - Rights, that cannot be repealed or feſtrain- 
ed by human laws— Rigbts, derived from the. 
. Legiſlator of the umyerſe. : 
Since the ry cos of det, „the aan 
greateſt ſyſtems of tyranny, that have ſprung from 
5 original, are the canon and feudal law. The 
deſire of dominion, that great principle by which 
we have attempted to account for ſo much 
und fo much evil, is, when: properly reſtrained, 
very uſeful and noble movement in the human 
mind: But when ſuch reſtraints are taken off, it 
becomes an meroarhi - graſping,” reſtleſs/ und 
-ungovernable power. Fumderle ies: —_ been the 
Ta of iniquity, : eee by — ee: for 
| tification of this paſſion ws ves but 
in none of them were they ever more ſuec 


ul, 
than in the it vention and eſtabliſttent of the; ben 


ae e . SF oon B. | 
By the former of theſe, che moſt refined, - fats. 
Rune, extenſive, and aſtoniſhing conſtitution of 
policy, that ever was conceived by the mind of 
man, was frarnet by the Romiſti elergy fot 'the 
aggrandiſemant of their own order. All the epi- 
| thets I have here given to the Romiſh policy Are 
Juſt; and iH be allowed: toibeifp,2whentis con- 
8 | Gdered, that they even perſuaded mankind to be- 
1 lieve, faithfully and undoubtingly, that God Al- 
| mighty | has i them wich the keys of :Hea- 
ven; whoſe Fates they might open, and 
clofe at plęeaſure wich a power of diſpenſation 
over all the rules and obli of morality 
wich authority o heenſe all forts of ſins and crimes 
Dich a . 28 Privons, and abſolv- 


| ing 
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-curi ng of with-holdin g the rain of heaven and the 
beats of cke ſun with the management of earth- 
quakes, peſtilence and famine. Nay with the my- 
_ ſerious; awful, incortiprehenfible power of cre- 


ding out of bread and wine, the fieſn and blood 
Cod hitnſelf — All"theſe opinions they were 
enabled to ſpread and rivet among the people, by 


reducigg their minds to a ſtate of ſordid ignorance 
and Paring tirmdity; and by infuſing into them 
a rehigiolls horror of letters and knowledge. Thus 
| ges, in a 


the <hains"the faſter,” on every order of minſtind. 
In Mis hmer, the common people were held 4p 


gether, in herds and clans, in a ſtate of ſervile de- 


pendance on their Lords, bound, even by the 
tenure of their lands to follow them, whenever 


they 
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ded, to their Wars, undd in a ſtate 


f N ignorance of every thing divine and ow 


man, excepting the uſe ny Arg. And. the, culture 


of their lands. 7 22:36 


But another event Kill more alamiccnt: to ho- ; 
man liberty was a wicked confederacy, between 


the two fyſtems of tyranny above deſcribed. It 


ſeemis to have been ſtipulated between, them, that - 
the temporal grandees ſhould contribute every 


thing in their power to maintain the aſcendaney of 


the prieſthood; and that the ſpiritual grandees, 
in their turn, ſhould employ that aſcendancy oyer 
tlie conſciences of the — 4 in impreſſing on their 


minds, a blind, minen obedience to il ma- 


Siſteacy. 51 
Thus, as jan; as this confederacy, "laſted, — 2 


the people were held in ignorance; 33 and 
With her, knowledge, and virtue too, ſeem. to 


have deſerted the earth; and one age of dark- 
neſs ſucceeded another, till God, in his benign 
Providence, raiſed up the cbampions, who began 
and conducted the Reformation. From the tune 
of the Reformation, to the firſt ſettlement. of Ame- 


rica, knowledge gradually ſpread in Europe, but 


eſpecially in England; and in proportion as that 


increaſed. and ſpread, among the people, | eceleſia- 


het Kei civil; eee Which 1 uſe; as ſynoni- 
eſſions, for the canon and feudal laws, ſeem 

to 3 — oft their ſtrength and weight. The people 

grew more ſenſible of the wrong that was done 

by theſe ſyſtemms; more and more impatient under 

it; and determined at allhazards to rid themſelves 


of it , All, at laſt, under the exegrablg race of the 


Stuarts, the: ſtruggle between the pegple and the 
confederacy; aforeſaid of temporal and ſpiritual 
dung, Innes A Holent and Wand. — 
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geadelt, the goſpel of grace: But they ſaw 
ys: chat popular powers muſt be placed as 

a pan. 2 controul, a balance, to the powers of 
the monarch and the prieſt in every government; 
e eren of ſin, the 
whore: e of iniquity; a great 
as g {ſyſtem br Ted, — oY 
Their greateſt concern ſeems to have been 


to eſtabliſh a government of the church more conſiſt- 


ent wich the ſeriptures and à government of human 
than any they had ſeen. in Europe; and to 
tranſmit ſuch a government down to their poſterity 
with the means of ſecuring and preſerving it for ever. 
To render the popular power in their new) go- 
vernment as great and wiſe as their principles 
of theory, i & as human nature and the chriſti- 
an religion require it ſhould be, they endea- 
voured to remove from it as many of the | feudal 
inequalities and dependencies as could be 8 5 
ed, conſiſtently with the preſervation 
mild limited © monarchy.” And in this they 
diſcovered the depth of ir wiſdom, and the 
warmth of their friendſhip to human nature.— 
But the firſt place is due to religion. They ſaw 
elearly, that of all the nonſenſe. and deluſion 
which had ever paſſed through the mind of man, 
none had ever been more extravagant than the no- 
2 abſolutions, indelible characters, uninter- 
rupted ſucceſſions, and the reſt of thoſe phantaſti- 
cal ideas, derived from the canon law, which had 
thrown/ſuch a glare of myſtery, fanctity, rever- 
ence and right reverend eminence, and holineſs 
araund the idea of a prieſt, as no mortal could 
2 and as always muſt, from the conſtitu- 
of human nature, be dangerous in — 
„this reaſon, they demoliſned the Whole f 
of: Dioceſan epiſcopacy, and deriding; as 1 1 | 
fooable and — men muſt do, che ridiculous 


farcies 


a N - 
.  - fancies of ſanctified effluvia from epiſcapal fingers, 
they eſtabliſned ſacerdotal ordinatiog an the 
dation of the Bible and common ſenie. This con- 
body of the clergy, to induſtry, virtue, piety and 
learning; and rendered that whole body infinitely 
more independent on the civil powers, in all reſpects, 
than they could be where they were forrned 
into a ſcale of ſubordination, from a Pope down to 
prieſts and friars and confeſſors, neceſſarily and 
eſſentially a ſordid, ſtupid, and wretched herd; 
or than they could be in any other country, where 
an archbiſhop held the place of ee 
and the vicars and curates that of the ignorant, 
dependent, miſerable rabble aforeſaid; and infi- 
nitely more ſenſible and learned than they could 
be in either. This ſubject has been ſeen in the 
ſame light by many illuſtrious patriots, who have 
lived in America, ſince the days of our forefathers, 
and who have adored their memory for the ſame 
reaſon. And methinks there has not appeared in 
New England, a ſtronger veneration for their me- 
mory, a more penetrating inſight into the grounds 
and principles and ſpirit of their policy, nor a 
more earneſt deſire of perpetuating the bleſſings of 
it to poſterity, than that fine inſtitution of the 
late Chief Juſtice Dudley of a lecture againſt po- 
pery, and on the validity of Preſbyterian ordination. 
This was certainly intended by that wiſe and excel- 
lent man, as an eternal memento of the wiſdom and 
z00dneſs of the very principles that ſettled America. 
But J muſt again return to the feudal law. The 
adventurers; ſo often mentioned, had an utter con- 


— 


tempt of all that dark ribaldry of hereditary ind; 
feaſible right, the Lord's anointed. —And the di: 
vine | miraculous original of government, with 


'  which-the prieſthood had inveloped the feudal mo- 


narch in clouds and myſteries, and from e 


— 
1 
/ 


m 
Lord Kaims, a Scottiſh writer of great reputation, 
whoſe authority in this caſe ought to have the 


6989 


they had deduced the moſt miſchievous of aft 
doctrines, that of paſſive obedience and non-re- 


ſiſtance. They knew that government was a plain, 
fimple, intelligible thing, founded in nature and 
reaſon, and quite comprehenſible by common ſenſe. - 
— They deteſted all the baſe ſervices, and ſervile 
dependencies of the feudal ſyſtem. —They knew 
that no ſuch unworthy dependencies took place in 


the ancient ſeats of liberty, the republic of Greece 


and Rome: and they thought all ſuch flaviſh ſub- 
ordinations were equally inconſiſtent with the con- 
ſtitution of human nature, and that religious li- 
berty with which Jeſus had made them free. This 


Was certainly the opinion they had formed, and 
they were far from being ſingular or extravagant 


in grinking ſo.—Many celebrated modern” writers 
in Europe have eſpouſed the fame ſentiments. — 


more weight, as his countrymen have not the moſt 
worthy ideas of liberty, ſpeaking of the feudal 
law, ſays, A conſtitution ſo contradictory to all 
the principles which govern mankind,” can never 


be brought about, one ſhould imagine, but by 


foreign conqueſt or native uſurpations.“ Brit, Ant. 
P. 2.—Rouſſeau ſpeaking of the ſame ſyſtem, - calls 


it That moſt iniquitous ' and abſurd form of 
government, by which human nature was fo 
| ſharnefully degraded.” Social compact, Page 


164.—It would be eaſy to. multiply authorities; 


but it muſt be needleſs, becauſe as the original of 


this form of government was among ſavages, as 
the ſpirit of it is military and deſporic, every wri- 
ter, who would allow the people to have any right 


to life or property or freedom more than the beaſts 


of the field, and who was not hired or inliſfted 
under arbitrary lawleſs power, has been "always | 
Kan f | 10 | 2 8 7: Ga 3.5 C, „ - 2 „ee K willing 
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vices, In all this they were 
they have even ee to their paſterit 5 8 
very general contempt and deteſtation of ho 
by quit- rents: As they have alſo an ee = 


: pole they laid very early the 


| 25 liberal education, that the 


(: 0 


„ ſtem. tobe 1 5 
= yg liberty and the 22 5 of 6 . 


To have holden their lands, allodially, 


every man to have been the ſovereign lo 42 M7 | 
proprietor of the ground he.occupied, would have 
conſtituted a government, top nearly.like a com- 


monwealth. They were contented therefore te 
hold their lands of their king, as their ſovereign 


lord, and to him they were willing to render ho- 


mage: but to no meſne and ſubordinate lords, nor 
were they willing to ſubmit. to an 1 of the baſer ſer- 
ſtrenuous, that 


dor for. liberty and A for knowledge. — 3 


They were convinced by their knowledge of 
human nature derived from hiſtory and their n 


experience, that nothing could preſerve their p 


terity from the encroachments of the two ſyſtems. 
of tyranny, in oppoſition to which, as has been © 
obſerved already, they erected their government 


in church and ſtate, but N 8 ee ge- 
nerally through the whole aer. * — 
Their civil and religious e . — 5 
conſpired to prompt them to _nſe every meaſure, 


and take every precaution. in theic power to pro- 


pagate and perpetuate fees. For this Nag. 
leges, and inveſted them with ample privileges 


and emoluments; and it is remarkable that. - 


have left among their poſterity, ſo univerſal an 
and veneration for thoſe ſeminaries and 

eſt of the 
e ſupport and 


contribute chearfully to 


intenance of them every year, and that no- 


thiyg is more generally popular than - projections 
foe the honour, reputation and advantage of thoſe 
| . ſeats 
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ſeats of learning. But the wiſdom and | beneyv- 


lence of our fathers reſted not here. They made 


an early proviſion by law, that every town confiſt- 
ing of fo many families, ſhould be always fur- 

nithed with a grammar ſchool. —T hey made it a 
crime. for ſuch a town to be deſtitute of a gram- 
mar ſchool-maſter for a few months, and ſubject- 
ed it to an heavy penalty. So that the education 
of all ranks of people was made the care and ex- 
pence of the Public in a manner, that I believe 
has been unknown, to any other people ancient or 
The conſequences. of theſe; eſtabliſhments we 
ſee. and feel every day. A. native of America 
who cannot read and write is as rare an appearance 
as a Jacobite or a Roman Catholic, i. e. as rare as 
a comet or an earthquake. —It has been obſerved 
that we are all of us, lawyers, divines, politicians 

and philoſophers.— And I have good authorities to 
ſay, that all candid foreigners who have paſſed 
through this country, and converſed freely with 
all ſorts of people here, will allow, that they have 
never ſeen ſo much knowledge and civility among 

the common people in any part of the world. It 
is true there has been among us a party for ſome 
years, conſiſting chiefly, not of the deſeendents of 
the firſt ſettlers of this country, but of high church- 
men and high ſtateſmen, imported fince, who af- 
fect to cenſure. this proviſion for the education of 
our youth as a needleſs expence, and an impoſi- 
tion upon the rich in favour of the Poor; and as 


an inſtitution productive of idleneſs and vain ſpe+. 


culation Among the people, whoſe time and at- 


tention it is faid ought to be devoted to labour; 


and not to public affairs, or to examination into 


the conduct of their ſuperiors, And certain offi. 
cers of the crown, and certain other miſſionaries 


K ignorance, foppery, ſervility and ſlavery, have 
oy | 70 ; been 
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been moſt inclined do countenance and inereaſe 
che ſame party. — Be it tememered bowerer that 
liberty muſt at all hazards be ſupported. We 
have a right to it, derived from oar Maker. But 
if we had not, bur fathers h ve earned and bought 


it for us at the expence of their. eaſe, their eſtates, 


their - pleaſure, and their blood:-Amd L 
eatmot be preferved without a general knowled 


Among the people, who have 4 night, from-- 
Frame of their nature, to kno: „ es their 


great Creator, 'who does nothing in vain, © hey given. 
them underſtandings and a deſire to know; Ott 
beſides this they have a right, an indiſputable, 


awmatienable, indefeafible; divine right to that moſt 


dreaded and envied Kind of knowledge, I mean 
of che characters and conduct of their tulers. 

Rulers are no more than attorneys, agents and 
truſtees for the people and. if che cauſe, the in- 
tereſt and truſt is inſidioufſy betrayed, or wan 
zonly. trifled away, the peopke have a right to re- 
voke the authority that they themſelves have de- 
puted, and to eonſtitute abler and better agents, 
Attorneys and truſtees. And the prefervation of 
the meaas of knowledge, among the! loweft ranks, 
i of more importance to the Publrc, than afl the 
| property of all che rich men in ſhe country. It 
is even of more conſequence to the rich Wem 

ſeves, and to their poſterity. —The only queſtion 
is, whether it is a public emolument anch if it is, 
the rich ought undoubtedly te contribute in the 
fame proportion as to all other public burdens, i. e. 


in proportion to their wealth which js fecared by 


public expences. But none of the means of in- 
formation are more ſacred, or have been che- 
riſhed with more tenderneſs and care hy the ſettlers 
of America, than the preſs. Care has been taleen 
tat the art of Printing ſhould be eneouraged, and 
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10 rommunicate his thoughts to the Public, 
—Aad, ou, Meffieurs Printers, 'whatever the + 4 | 
the earth may ſay of your Pig: ob | 


| ich important ſerviee to your ihing the 6 Jour 
wubli the {| 


readinefs and freedom in publi 


tions of the curious. The ſtale, impudent 5 
nua tions of ſlander and edition, ws which the 


xrmandizers of pewer have endeavoured to dif- 
credit your Papet, are 6 much the more to your 
Honour ; for the jus of power are always zened 
to devour, and her arm is always ſtretched out if 
poſlible to deſtroy, the freedom of thinking, f. cak- 
ing and writing. And if the -publie intereft, li- 


| berey and happineſs have been in danger, from 


the ambition or avarice of any great man, what. 
ever may be their politeneſs, addref, learning 
ingenuity, and in other reſpecs integrity and Hu- 
manity, you have done yourſelves honour ah. 
your Country fervice, by publiſhing and pointir 
out that avayice and ambition. Theſe views a 
ſo much the more dangerous and pernicious, for 
the! virtues with which they may be accompanied 
in the fame character, and with ſo much the more 
jealouſy-to be guarded againſt. 


country 28 


3 Be not intimidated therefore, by any teren 


from publiſhing wich the utmoft fteedom har. | 
ever can be warranted by the laws of your coun- 
try ; nor ſuffer yourſelves to be wheedled' out/of 


| | 1 ally pretenees of politeneſs, de 


or decency: Theſe as . are often uſed, 

t three different names for h 7 pocriſy, chics- 

nery and — — leſs 1 Sree will 

8. 1 diſcouraged pretenees, that na- 
gnants on this fl Si Ho _ r will repreſent”: U 
ras ſaRtions/and ſeditious, or that the 
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them. This dread { repreſentation. has had. fe 
long time in this province effects very ſuvilar u. to 


what the phyſicians call an hydropho, or dread of 


Water. It has made us delirious and we have 
ruſhed head long into the water, till we are almoſt 
drowned, out of ſimple; or phrenſical fear of it. 


Believe me, the character of 32 country has ſuf. 


fered more in Britain, by che puſillanimity with 
which we have borne. many infults and indigni- 
ties from the creatures of power at home, and the 
ereatures of thoſe creatures here, than it ever did 
or ever will by the freedom and ſpirit that has been 


or will be diſcovered in writing, or action. Believe 


me, my countrymen, they have imbibed an opini⸗ 


on on the other ſide the water, that we are an ig 


norant, a timid and a ſtupid people; nay their 
tools on this ſide have often the . to diſ- 
pute your bravery.— But I hope in God the time 
is near at hand, when they eil be fully con- 
Pinced of your underſtanding, integrity and cou- 
rage. But can any thing be more ridiculous, 
were it not too provoking to be laughed at, than 
i0 pretend that offence ſhould be taken at home 
for writings here? Pray let them look at home. 
Is not the human underſtanding exhauſted there ? 
Are not reaſon, imagination, wit, paſſion, ſenſes 
7 — tortured to find out ſatyr and invective 
aſt the characters of the vile and futile fellows 
= ſometimes get into place and power ?— The 
moſt ,exceptionable paper that ever I ſaw here is 
perfect prudence, and modeſt — 2 in; r wes of 
maltitudes of their applaud 
high regard they haye for the freedom — che Preſs, 
indulges all. muſt and will. repeat it, your 
Paper; deſerves the fronage of every fri 
his, country. And whether:the defamers of in age 
arrayed. in robes, of. e ſearlet or, ſable, whether they 
lyrk-and and cult in an inuten ofßee, whether 
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| whe fy one of a ſerivener, or the dirty, e 
abandoned one of an informier, they are all the 
FEreatures and tools of the luſt of domination.— 
by ny. ſource of our e has been our 
Tim 
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We Pere e afraid 1 to think. We have felt A 
relaRanee to. examining into the grounds of our 
privileges, and the extent in which we have an 
indiſputable right to demand them, againſt all the 


Pra. and authority on earth. — And many who 


ve not ſcrupled to examine for themſelves, ha ve 
yet for certain prudent reaſons been cautious, and 
diffident - of INT. the reſult of their en- 
quiſies. 25 

The cauſe of this timidity i 1s perhaps hereditary. 
and to be traced back in hiſtory, as far as the 
cruel” treatment the firſt ſettlers of this country 
received, before their embarkation for America, 
from the goverũment at home. Every body knows 


how dangerous it was, to ſpeak or write in favour 


of any as in thoſe days, but the triumphant 
fyſtem of re 50 or * politicks. And our fathers 


| NJ particular] the objects of the perſecutions 


and proſcriptions of the times. — Ir! is nat unlikely 
therefore, that, although they were inflexibly 
ſteady in refuſing their poſitive aſſent to, any thing 

ainſt their principles, they might have contract- 
. habits of reſerve, and a cautious diffdence of 
aſſerting their opinions publickly, — Theſe habits 
they probably brought with them to America, 


and have tranſmitted down to us. — Or, we 


poſſibly account for this appearance, by the great 
affection and veneration, Americans have always 
entertained for the country from whence they. 
ſprang or by the quiet temper for which they 
have n remarkable, no country having been, 
loſs — to diſcontent than this or by a ſenſe 

3 they 
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they have, that it. is their duty to dequielrs. a 


the adminiſtration o even wheh in 
many ſmaller matters grieyous o them, a and until | 


tue eſſentials of the great eh are deſtroyed or 
invaded. Theſe peculiar 2 t operate up- 
on them; but without theſe, we all Know, that 


human nature itſelf, From, indolence, modeſty, 
humanity or fear, Tas always too much reh e 
roa manly aſſertion of its rights. Hence perhaps 
it has happened that ae erte of the Ipecies . 
Erdaning and gaſping in {gl and 8 
| But whatever the caule has been, the at i is 1 
dertain, we have been exceſſively cautious of giving 
vffence by complaining of grievances And it 1 
| as certain, that American governors, and their 
friends, and all the crawn officers, | have availed 
thetnſelves of this dilpoſition 1 in the people, — They 
have prevailed on us to conſent to many things, | 
which were grofly i injurious: to us, and to ſurren- 
der many others with voluntary tameneſs, ' to 
Which we had the e 5 Have we not 
deen treated formerly, with 5 minable infolence, 
by - officers of the navy t— I mean no inſiogation 
uinft any "gentleman now. ont ſtation, havin 428 | 
heard no A ck of wed one | om. to his diſ- 


en 11 


| 85 rait beben. the moſt 428 
| miifi 


7 moſt pereilious 1 « of ſome 
eaſtotd. heut 8 officers ? * we not been trifled 


with browheaten, and trampled on, by former 
: 1 7 in a Tanner wh which no King 4 Heger 
| E aines the ſecond has dared to indul 
towards his ſuß * lave we not raiſed up 
ohe farnily 19 vey , 0 Wow W | „ 


dence, and "nay 
La 7 Petr runs 175 mw Pure 5 


0 193. * 
. this infamays tamenels and ſubmiſſion? — © Theſe 
are ſexious and alarming queſtions, and deſerve a 
diſpaſſianate oonſideration— 
This diſpoſition has been the great "wheel. and 
the main 5 5 in the American machine of court 
politics we been told, the word Rights is 
bt offenſive. expreſſion.” "That © the King his mi- 
niſtry and parhament will not endure to hear Ame- 
ricans talk of their Rights,” That“ Britain is the 
mother and we the children, that a filial duty and 
ſubmiſſion is due from us to her,” and that © we 
-ought to doubt our own n eden t, and preſifne 
that ſhe is right, even when ſhe ſe ems to us to 
ſhake the undes of government.“ That 
Britainis immenſely rich, and great, and powerful, 
has fleets and armies at her command, which have 
been the dread. and terror of the univerſe, and 
that ſhe will force her own judgment into execu- 
tion, right or wrong! But let me intreat you, 
Sit, ta pauſe Da yau conlider yourſelf as a miſ- 
3 of loyalty -or of rebellion? Are you not 
repreſenting your K — his miniſtry and parliament, 
as tyrants, imperious, unrelemting tyrants by 
ſuch reaſoning. as this? —Is not this repreſenting | 
yaur moſt gracious ſovereign, as endeavourin 4 
eſtroy the foundations of his own throne ? — 
you 9 repreſenting every member of darlegen 
as renouncing the tranſactions at 711 Med; 
che meadow, near Windfor, where Ma 10 Gerte 
was ſigned,] and gs repealing in effect the bill of 
rights, when the Lords and ng in effect Þ afſerted and 
vindicated the rights of ' the people and their own 
rights, and infiſted on the Kin ing's aſſent io that 
aſſertion and vindication? Do you not repreſent 
them, as forgetting that the prince of Orange was 
created King WI llt by the people, on pur poſe 
that their rights might be eternal and cle 9— 


is there not 0 n extremely fallacjous, in the 
ann. © common. 
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"common. place images of mother coun and 
Le 5 La wy we the children ry Great 
Britain, any more than the cities of London, Ex- 
eter and Bath? Are we not brethren and fellow 
| ſubj jects, with thoſe in Britain, only under a ſome- 
RN different method of legiſlation, and a totally 
different method of taxation ? But admitting we 
are children; have not children a right to com- 
plain when wir parean are attempting to break 
their limbs, to iniſter poiſon, or to ſell them 
to enemies for ſlaves? Let me intreat you to con- 
fider, will the mother be pleaſed, when you re- 
| go her as deaf to the cries of her children ? 
hen you compate her to the infamous miſcreant, 
who 1 ſtood on the gallows for ſtarving her 
child? When you reſemble her to Lady Macbeth 
in Shakelpear, (I cannot think of it e hor- 
ror) 
Who, had given ſuck, and kne x 
How oy ks to love the Babe that milk d 
er 59 . 


But yet, who could, 


70 Hock while *twas ſmiling i in her Face, 
0 e her Ni pple from ha boneleſs 
ums, 
* Anddaſh'd 'the Brains out. . 
Let us baniſh for ever from our minds, my 
countrymen, all ſuch unworthy ideas of the Kg, 
is miniſtry and parliament. Let us not ſuppo 
that all are become luxurious, effemipate and un- 
reaſonable, on the other fide the water, as many 
deſigning perſons would inſinuate. Let us pre- 
ſume, what is in fact true, that the . of liber- 
ty, is as ardent as ever amon body of the 
nation, though a few indica may be cor- 
rupted. Let us take it for granted, that the ſame 
great l which once * Cæſar ſo warm a 
reception ; 


8 


y 
H 
5 
4 
; 
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reception; which denounced hoſtilities againſt 


0 John, till Magna Charta was ſigned; which ſe- 


vered the head of Charles the firſt from his body, 
and drove James the ſecond from his kingdom ; 
the fame great ſpirit (may heaven ' preſerve it till 
the earth ſhall be no more) which firſt ſeated the 


ajeſty on the throne of Britain, is ſtill alive and 


n pub grand-father of his preſent moſt gracious 


active and warm in England; and that the ſame 


ſpirit in America, inſtead of provoking the inha-. 


bitants of that country, will endear us to them for 


ever and ſecure their good will. 
This ſpirit, however, without knowledge, 
would be little better than a brutal rage. Let us 


' tenderly and kindly cheriſh therefore the means of 


knowledge. Let us dare to read, think, ſpeak 
and write.—Let every order and degree among 
the people rouſe their attention and animate their 
reſolution. Let them all become attentive to the 
grounds and principles of government, eccleſiaſti- 


cal and civil Let us ſtudy the law of nature; 


ſearch into the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution ; _ 


read the. hiſtories of ancient ages; -contemplate 


the great examples of Greece and Rome; ſet be- 


fore us the conduct of our own Britiſh anceſtors, 


who have defended for us, the inherent rights of 
mankind againſt foreign and domeſtic tyrants and 
uſurpers, againſt arbitrary kings and cruel prieſts, 
in ſhort againſt the gates of earth and hell. Let 
us read and recollect and impreſs upon our ſouls 


the views and ends of our own more immediate 


fore-fathers in exchanging their native country 
for a dreary, inhoſpitable wilderneſs, Let us 
examine into the nature of that power and the 
cruelry of that oppreſſion which drove them from 
their homes, Recollect their amazing fortitude, 
their bitter ſufferings! The hunger, the nakedneſs, 
the cold, which they patiently endured ! The ſe- 

N vere 
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vere labours of clearing their grounds, building 
their houſes, raiſing their proviſions, amidſt dan- 

| Feu from wild dealt ks and ſavage men, before they 
time or money or materials for commerce? 
Recollect the civil and religious principles, and 
hopes, and expectations, which conſtantly fup- 
ported and carried them through all hardfhips, 
with patience and reſignation! Let us recollect it 
was liberty! the hope of liberty for- themſelves 
and us and ours, which conquered all diſcourage- 
ments, dangers and trials! - In ſuch reſearches as 
theſe let us all in out ſeveral departments chear- 
fully engage? But eſpecially the pr patrons 
and ſupporters of law, learning and fon. „ 
Let the pulpit reſound with the doctrines and 
ſentiments of religious liberty. Læt us hear the 
danger of thraldom to our conſciences, from ig. 
norance, extream poverty and dependance, in ſhort 
from civil and political ſlavery.— Let us ſee de- 
lineated before us, the true map of man. Let us 
hear the dignity of his nature, and the noble rank 
he holds among the works of God! that conſent- 
ing to ſlavery 1s a ſacrilegious breach of truſt, as 
off nſive in the fight of God, as it is derogatory | 
from our own honour or intereſt or happineſs; 
and that God almighty has promulgated from hea- 
ven, liberty, peace, and goodwill to man ſ— 

Let the Bar proclaim, © the laws, the rights, 
the, generous plan of power,” delivered down 

from remote mgguey inform the world, of the 


mighty ftruggles, and numberleſs ſacrifices, made 
by our anceſtors, in defence of freedom. —Let it 
be known, that Britiſh liberties are not the grants 
of princes or parliaments, but original rights, con- 
ditions of original contracts, co- equal with prero- 
gative, and co-eval with government. — That ma- 
ay of our rights are inherent and eſſential, agreed 
on as maxims and eſtabliſn d as preliminaries, 
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. even before a parliament exiſted. Let them ſearch - 
for the foundations of Britiſh laws and govern- 
ment in the frame of human nature, in the conſti- 
. tution of the intellectual and moral world. There 
let us ſea, that truth, liberty, juſtice, and bene- 
volenec, ate its everlaſting baſis; and if theſe 
could be removed, the ſuperſtructure is overthrown 
Let the colleges join their harmony, in the fame 
delightful concert. Let every declamation turn 
upon the beauty of liberty and virtue, and the 
deformity, turpitude and malignity of ſlavery and 
vice. Let the public diſputations become re- 
ſearches into the grounds and nature and ends of 
government and che means of preferving the good 
and demoliſhing the evil. Let the dialogues and 
all the exerciſes become the inſtruments of impreſ- 
ſing on the tender mind, and of ſpreading and 
diſtri iſtributing, far and wide, the ideas of right and 
the ſenſations of freedom (oþ .” © | 
In a word, let every ſtuice of knowledge be 
_ open'd and ſet a flowing. The encroachments 
upon liberty, in the reigns of the firſt James and 
the fifſt Charles, by tutning the general attention 
of learned men to government, are ſaid to have 
produced the . greateſt number of conſummate 
ſtateſmen, which has ever been ſeen in any age or 
nation. The Brooke's, Hamden's, Vane's, Sel- 
dens, Milton's, Nedham's, Harrington's, Ne- 
valle's, Sydney's, Lodke's, are all ſaid to have 
oed their eminence in political knowledge, to the 
nies of thoſe reigns. The proſpect, now be- 
us, in America, ought, in the ſame manner, 
to engage the attention of every man of learning 
to matters of power and of right, that we may be 
neither led nor driven blind folded to irretrievable 
deſtruction. Nothing leſs than this ſeems © 
have been meditated for us, by ſomebody a Ru 
> ther 
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cher in Great Britain There ſeems to be a di- 
3 rect and formal deſign on foot, to enſlave all: Ame- 


. rica, — This however muſt: be done by degrees. — 
The firſt ſtep that is intended ſeems to be an en- 
tire ſubverſion of the whole ſyſtem of our Fathers, 
by the introduction of the canon and feudal law, 


into America. — The canon and feudal ſyſtems, 
though greatly mutilated in England, are not yet 


deſtroy d. Like the temples and palaces, in 
which the great contriverg of, them, once wor- 


— 110 


ſhipped and inhabited, they exiſt in ruins; and 
much of the domineering ſpirit of them ſtill re- 
mains. — The deſigns and labours of a certain 


ſociety, to introduce the former of them into 
America, have been well expoſed to the public 


| by a writer of great abilities, [the late Rev. Dr. 


Mayhew] and the further attempts to the ſame 
purpoſe that may be made by that ſociety, or by 
the miniſtry or parliament, I leave to the conjec- 
tures of the, thoughtful. —— But it ſeems ver 


: ry 
manifeſt from the S—p A- t itſelf, that a deſign 
is formed to ſtrip us in a great meaſure of te 


means of knowledge, by loading the Prefs, the 


Colleges, and even an Almanack and a News- 


paper, with reſtraints and duties; and to intro- 


duce the inequalities and dependancies of the feu- 
dal ſyſtem, by taking from the | poorer fort of 


people all their little ſubſiſtance, and conferring it 
on a ſet of ſtamp-officers, diſtributors and Geir 


_ deputies. — But I muſt proceed no further at 


preſent — The ſequel, whenever I ſhall find health 


| and leiſure to purſue it, will be a * diſquiſition 
- of the policy of the ſtamp- act.“ — In the mean 
time, however, let me add, Theſe are not the 


vapours of a melancholy mind, nor the effuſions of 


_ envy, diſappointed ambition, nor of a ſpirit of 


eppaſttion to government: but the emanations of 


an heart it burns for its country's welfare. No 


ONE 


one of any feeling, born and educated in this once 


: happy country, can conſider the numerous di- 
K treſles, the groſs indignities, the barbarous igno- 

- | rance; the haughty uſurpations, that we have rea- 
. ſon to fear are meditating for ourſelves, our 
75 children, our neighbours, in ſhort for all our coun- 
y trymen and all their poſterity, without the utmoſt 
t agonies of heart, and many tears. 
TT 

i | To render this Publication ſtill more complete, the 
is following Letter is added to it; which firſt ap- 

n fl peared in a London Paper, January 7, 1768. 

0 The waves never riſe but when the winds blow. Prov. 

e As the cauſe of the preſent ill humour in Ame- 
y rica, and of the reſolutions taken there to pur- 

* chaſe leſs of our manufactures, does not ſeem to 
y be generally underſtood, it may afford ſome ſatis- 
n faction to your Readers, if you give them the 
e following ſhort hiſtorical ſtate of facts.  _. 
e From the time that the Colonjes were firſt con- 
5 ſidered as capable of granting aids to the Crown, 

* down to the end of the laſt war, it is ſaid, that 
E the conſtant mode of obtaining thoſe aids was, 
if by Reguifition made from the Crown, through its 
it Governors to the ſeveral Aſſemblies, in circular 
ir letters from the Secretary of State in his Majeſ- 
* 's name, ſetting forth the occaſion, requiring 
h them to take the matter into conſideration, and 
n expreſling a reliance in their prudence, duty, and 
n affection to his Majeſty's government, that they 
would grant ſuch ſums, or raiſe ſuch numbers of 
of men, as were ſuitable to their reſpectiye cireum- 
'f e e TH TTY F555 
5 The Colonies being accuſtomed to this method, 
o have from time to time granted money to the 


e FB 
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Crown, or raiſed troops for its ſervice, in propor- 
oon to their abilities, and during all the laſt war 
beyond their abilities, ſo that conſiderable ſums 
pere return'd them yearly by Parliament, as they 
bad exceeded their proportion. - 
Had this happy method of Requiſition been c 
tinued, (a method that left the King's fubjaRts in 
thoſe remote countries the pleaſure! of, ſhowing 
their zeal and loyalty, and of imagining that they 
recommend themſelves ts their Sovereign by the 
liberality of their voluntary grapts) there is no 
doubt, but all the money that could 'reaſhngbly be 
expected to be rais'd from them in any manner, 
might have been obtained, without the leaſt heart- 
burning, offence, or breach of the harmony, of 
affections and intereſts, that ſo long ſubſiſted be- 
tween the two countries. 
It has been thought wiſdom in a government 
exerciſing ſovereignty over different kinds of peo- 
ple, to have ſome regard jo. prevalling: and. eſta+ 
bliſhed opinions among the people to be governed, 
wherever ſuch opinions might in their effects ob+ 
ſtruct or promote publick meaſures. II they tend 
to obſtruct publick ſervice, they are to bę changed, 
if poſſible, before we attempt to act again them; 
and they can only be changed by rcalon and per- 
ſuaſion. But if publick buſineſs can be. carried on 
without thwarting thoſe opinions, if they can 
be, on the contrary, made ſublervient to it, they 
are not unneceſſarily to be thwarted, how abſurd 
ſoever ſuch popular opinions may be in their na- 
tures. This had been the wiſdom of our Govern- 
ment with reſpect to raiſing money in the Colo- 
lonies. It was well known, that the Caloniſts uni- 
verſally were of opinion, that no money could be 
levied from Engliſh ſubjects, but by their own 
conſent given by themſelves or their choſen: Repre- 
ſentatives: That therefore whatever money was 
| a 5 to 


o 


firſt be 
raiſed in 
of Commons: That this right of granting their 
vin money, was eſſential to Engliſh liberty : And 


Bat as 
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to be raiſed from the people in the Colonies, muſt 


ted by their Alſerblies, as the money 
fitain is firſt'ts be granted by the Houſe 


that if any man, or body of men, in whichithey 
Had 10 Rep reſentative of their chuſing, could tax 


therm at 9 they could net be faid do have 


thing they eould call their own. - 
@ opinions $4 not hinder their gra granting 
bene ee amply whenever cue Crown = 
by its fervatits came into their Aſſemblies (as Tt 


pre 


Ades into its Parhaments of Britain er Ireland) and 


— aids; therefore that method was chofen 
n the hateftil one ef arbitrery taxes. 
. 1 do not undertake here to fupport cheſe opi- 

aum of the Americas; they have been refuted 


WA a late At of Parliament, deelaring its W n 
power ;—which very Parliament. however, ſbewd 


wiſely ſo much tender tegard to thoſe inveterate 
prejudices, as ro repeal a tax chat had imilitated 
againſt them. And thoſe prejudices are till ſo 


fixed and rooted in the Americans, that, it has 


deen fuppoſed, - not a ſingle man ameng thern has 
deen convinced of his error, even 1700 that Act of 
 Thioparln then eee vey 85 
he n ihren WW jefted to de 
the accuſtomeii method 65 Wege Yay % 
raiſe money on America by Stamps, ſeems not 
to have acted wiſely, in — from mat me- 
thod (which the Colonffts looked upon as eonſtitu- 
tionah and thwarting amnecefarily the fred pre- 
judices of ſo great a number of the King's ſubjects. 
It was not, however, for want of knowledge 
that What he was about to do weuld give them 
ee he appears to have been very ſen- 
of this, and eve that it might dca- 
fon ſome diſorders, to prevent or ſuppreſs which, 


> 


” yore 
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be projected another Bill, that was brought in the 
| Gs Bn with the Stamp Act, hy it 
do be made lawful for military officers in the Co- 
lonies to quarter their ſoldiers in private houſes. 
This ſeem'd intended to awe the people into a 


ereby it was 


American principle abovementioned, that money is 
The Colonies nevertheleſs being put into higl 
good humour, by the repeal of the Stamp Act, 
choſe. to avoid a freſh diſpute upon the other, 
it being temporary and ſoon to expire, never as 
they hoped, to revive again; and in the, mean 
time they, by various ways in different Colonies, 


provided for the quartering of the troops, either 


by acts of their own Aſſemblies, without taking 
notice of the A — of P—-t, or by ſome variety 
or ſmall diminution, as of ſalt and vinegar, in the 
ſupplies required by the Act, that what they. did. 


might appear a voluntary act of their own, , and not 
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have complied with that 4 
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done in oboe tence to an 7 of P—t which: ac- 
cording to their ideas of their rights, they thought 
hard to hey 
It might fats been well if the matter had thus 
paſe Without notice; but a G r having writ- 
n home an ang ry and aggtayating letter upon 
this conduct in he Aﬀerably of his Province, the 
outed Pr of the Star Vs and his adherents, 
then in the oppoſſtion, raiſed ſuch a clamour a- 
gripk America, as being in rebellion, and againſt 
ſe who had been for the repe al of the 13 5 
Act as having thereby been Surge of hls 
ſuppoſed rebettion, that it was thought neceſſa; 
inforce the Quartering Act by another Act of Par- 
liament, takin away from the Proyince of New 


Fork, N had been the moſt explicit in its re- 


fuſal, all the powers of legiſlation, till it ſhoufd 
F The news of which 

greatly alarmed the Pe ch every where in Ame- 

a a it has been fajd) the language of ſuch an 


act ſeemed to them to be, Obey i en laws made 


by the Parliament of Great Britain 10 raiſe mbuey on 


you without your conſent, or you ſhall 2 7 10 2 Tights 


or privileges at all. 

At the fame time a Perſon lately in high office, 
projected the levying more money, from America, 
by new duties on various articles of our own ma- 


nufactures, as glaſs, paper, painters colours, 8c. 
_ appointing a new Board of Cuſtoms, and ſending 
over a ſet of Commitlioners, with large falaries,..to | 


be eſtabliſhed at Boſton, WhO were to have the 
care of collecting thoſe duties; which were b. 


the act expreſsly mentioned to be intended for the 


payment of the lalaries of Governors, J Judges and 
other Officers of the Crown in America; it deirg 
a N Veen ee here, chat thoſe Offices 
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ought x not to 3 on, che people there for any 
part of their ſupport. 


It is not my intention to combat 1 opinion. 


But perhaps it may be ſome ſatisfaction to your g 


Readers, to Know what ideas the Americans have 
on, the ſubject. They ſay then, as to Governors, 
that they are not like Princes whoſe poſterity | have 
an inheritance in the government of a nation, and 
therefore an intereſt in its proſperity; they are 


| generally ſtrangers to the Provinces t ey are ſent 


to govern, have no eſtate, | natural connection, or 
relation there, to give them an affection for the 
country; — that they come only to make money 
as faſt as they can; are ſometimes men of vicious 
characters and broken fortunes, ſent by a Miniſter 
merely to get them out of the way; that as they 


| intend ſtaying in the country no longer than their 


government continues, and purpoſe to leave no family 
behind them, they are apt to be regardleſs of the 
good will of the people, and care not what is ſaid 

or thought of them after they are gone. Their 
ſituation at the ſame time gives them many o 
portunities of being vexatious, and they are often 
ſo, notwithſtanding their dependance on the Aſ- 
ſemblies for all that part of their ſupport that does 
not ariſe from fees eſtabliſhed by law; but would 
probably be much more ſo, 1 they were to be 
ſupported by money drawn #4. the people with- 
out their conſent or good will, which is the pro- 
feſſed deſign of this new act. That, if by means 
of theſe forced duties, Government is to be ſup- 
ported in America, without the intervention of the 
Aſſemblies, their Aſſemblies will ſoon be looked 
upon as uſeleſs, and a Governor will not call them, 
as having nothing to hope from their meeting, 

and perhaps ſomething to fear from their enquiries 


Into and enen againſt his Mal-adminiftra- | 


tion. 
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tion. That thus the "people will be a of 
their moſt eſſential rights. That it being, as at 
preſent, a Governor s intereſt to cultivate the good 
will, by promoting the welfare of the people he 
overns, can be attended with no prejudice to the 
Mother Country, ſince all the laws he may be pre- 
vailed on to give his aſſent to are ſubject to re- 
viſion here, and if reported againſt by the Board 
of Trade, are immediately repealed by the Crown; . 
nor dare he paſs any law contrary to his inſtruc-' 
tions, as he holds his office during the pleaſure of 
the Crown, and his Securities are liable for the 
penalties of their bonds if he contravenes thoſe 
e en is what they a e to Gaver-' 
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the Aſſemblies will ſettle permanent and ample fa- 
laries on them during their commiſſions : But, at 
preſent they have no other means of getting rid of 
an ignorant or an' unjuſt. udge (and ſome of ſcan- 
dalous characters have, the ey ſay, | been ſometimes 
ſent them) bur by ſtarving. not, , 

I do not ſuppoſe. theſe teaſotiings of theirs will 
appear here to have much weight. I do not pro- 
produce them with an expectation of convincing 


your. readers. <q | Tere them merely in purſuance 
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er their ſituation, and to revolve afreſh in 
their. minds grievances. which from their rale * 
and love for. 5 country, they had long; bojne and 
willing to for 170 hey reflect ed 

Ma had b ben 

eſtimated here, - w en the intereſt of. 4 few inha-, 


 bitants. of Greit ritain 1 to have the 


ſmalleſt competition; with i 16 That thus the whole” 
American people! were forbidden. the advantage of 
a direct importation of wine, oil, and fruit, from 


Bren Fo muſt take he. loaded with all the ; 


0 8 A; voyage 1000 leagues, round about, 


beige landed Hit in England to be re- ſfip- | 


ped 1 Ae er pences amounting, in war. 


time, at leaſf, to 30 per cent. more than otherwiſe 


they would have been charged, and all this mere 


ly, that « a few Portugal merchants in eden may 


gain a N 10n. on thoſe aſſing through 
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come abſolutely neceſſary to their internal com- 
rherce, from the conſtant remittance of their gold 
and filver to Britain. — But not only the intereſt of 
a particular body of merchants, the intereſt of 
any ſmall body of Britiſh tradeſmen or artificers, 
has been found, they fay, to outweigh that of 

the King's ſubjects in the colonies. There cannot 


be a ſtronger natural right, than that of a man's 
making the beſt profit he can of the natural pro- 


duce of his lands, provided he does not thereby 
hurt the ſtate in general. Iron is to be found 
every where in America, and beaver furs. are the 
natural produce of that country; hats and nails, 
and ſteel, are wanted there as well as here. It 
is of no importance to the common welfare of the 
empire, whether, a ſubject of the King's gets his 
living by making hats on this or that fide of the 
water. Net the Hatters of England have prevail- 
ed to obtain an Act in their own favour, reſtrain-. 
ing that manufacture in America, in order to ob- 
lige the Americans to ſend their beaver to Eng- | 


land to be manufactured, and purchaſe back the 


hats, Ioaded with the charges of a double tranf- 
portation. In the ſame manner have a few 
Nailmakers, and ſtill a ſmaller body of Steelmakers 
(perhaps there are not, half a dozen of theſe in 


England) prevailed totally to forbid by an Act of 
Parliament the erecting of flitting malls or ſteel 
furnaces in America, that the Americans may be 
obliged , to take all the nails for their buildings, 
and ſteel for their tools, from theſe artificers, un- 
der 0 CLE: 
Added to theſe, the Americans remembered 
the Ac authorizing the moſt cruel inſult that per- 
haps was ever offered by one people. to another, 
that of emptying our gaols into their ſettlements, 
Scotland too N within theſe two years obtain- 
ed 
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ed the privilege it had not before, . of ſending its 


| refleQing on theſe things, they Rich to one another 
(their news papers are full of ſuch diſcourſes) theſe 


people are not content with making a monopoly 


of us, forbidding us to trade with any other coun- 
try of Europe, and compelling us to buy every 
- thing of them, though in many articles we could 


furniſh ourſelves 10, 20, and even to 30 per cent. 
cheaper elſewhere; but now they have as good as 


declared they have a right to tax us ad libitum inter- 
nally and externally, and that our conſtitutions and 
liberties ſhall all be taken away, if we donot ſubmit 
to that claim. They are not content with the 
high prices at which they ſell us their goods, but 
have now begun to enhance thoſe. prices by new 
duties; and by the expenſive apparatus of .a new 
ſer of officers, appear to intend an augmentation 
and multiplication of thoſe burthens that ſhall ſtil! 
be more grievous to us. Our people have been 
fooliſhly fond of their ſuperfluous modes and 
manufaCtures, to the impoveriſhing our, coun- 
try, carrying off all our cafh, and loading us with 
debt; they will not ſuffer us to reſtrain the luxu- 


ry of our inhabitants as they do that of their own, 


by laws: They can make laws to diſcourage or 
prohibit the importation of French ſuperfluities: 
But though thoſe of England are as ruinous to us 
as the French ones are to them, if we make a law 


of that kind, they immediately repeal it. Thus 
they get all our money from us by trade, and 


every profit we can any where make by our fiſn- 
eries, our produce or our commerce, centers final. 
ly with them; but this does not ſignify. It is 
time then to take care of ourſelves by the beſt 


means in our power. Let us unite in folemn re- 


ſolutions and engagements. with and to each other, 
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that we will give theſe new officers as little trouble 
as poſſible, by not conſuming the Britiſn many- 


factures on. which they are to levy the duties. 


Let us agree to conſume no more of their expen- 
five gewgaws. Let us live frugally, and let us 


induſtriouſſy manufacture what we can for our- 
ſelves : Thus we ſhall be able honourably, to dif. 
charge the debts we already-owe them, and after 
that, we may be able to keep ſome money in our 
country, not only for the uſes of our internal 
commerce, but for the ſervice of our gracious So- 
vereign, whenever he ſhall have occaſion for it, 
and think proper to require it of us in the old con- 


ſtitutional manner. For notwithſtanding the re- 


proaches thrown out againſt us in their public 
papers and pamphlets, notwithſtanding we have 
been reviled in their Senate as Rebels and Trattors, 
we, are truly a loyal people. Scotland has had its re- 
bellions, and England its plots againſt the preſent 
Royal Family; but America is untainted with 
thoſe crimes; there is in it ſcarce a man, there is 
not a ſingle native of our country, who is not firm- 


ly attached to his King by principle and by affec- 


tion. But a new kind of loyalty ſeems to be re- 
quired of us, a loyalty to Pt; a loyalty, that 
is to extend, it is ſaid, to a ſurrender of all our 
properties, whenever a H— of C—, in which 
there is not a ſingle member of our chuſing, ſhall 
think fit to grant them away without our conſent , 
and to a patient ſuffering the loſs of our privileges 
as Engliſhmen, if we cannot ſubmit to make ſuch 
ſurrender. We were ſeparated too far from Britain 
by the Ocean, but we were united to it by reſpe& 
and love, ſo that we could at any time freely have 
ſpent our lives and little fortunes in its cauſe; but 
this unhappy new ſyſtem of politics tends to diſ- 
ſolve thoſe bands of union, and to ſever us for ever. 
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man in England can approve of ſuch ſentiment 


driven out of their ſenſes, 


Theſe are the wild rs ravi ugs! of the at preſent half 
dite Americans. To be fil ee 


and, as I faid before, I do not pretend to ſupport | 
or juſtify them: But I ſincerely wiſh, for the iaks 

of the manufactures and commerce of Great Bri-- 7 
tain, and for the ſake of the ſtrength which a fum 
union with our growing colonies would give ugg 
that theſe people had never been thus nec 
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